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The African Union: its inception - its members - its regional role
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abstract

The world has witnessed a wide activity in terms of the formation of international
blocs and regional organizations, whether at the level of the bilateral, regional or semi-
regional framework, or blocs that do not acquire a direct regional character, or that
combine a number of countries with common thinking across a single geographical area,
with the growing trend towards large international economic blocs. Or organizations that
bring together countries with different levels of development, including developed and
developing countries .

The idea of establishing the African Union came to replace the Organization of African
Unity, whose establishment was a vital and desirable matter, especially in a continent that
was oppressed by colonialism and the cruelty of ignorance, poverty and disease, as its
wealth was plundered and its people enslaved without mercy and relentlessness, hence the
establishment of the Organization was the restoration of hope To those peoples and
governments that are powerless to establish a cooperative system based on solidarity and
partnership to the extent that the conditions of that country and the nature of inter-
relationship allow, and the organization has become a force added to the peoples and
governments of the African continent, whether in their fight against colonialism,
discrimination and racism, or in their endeavor to rebuild themselves through economic
development in the shadow of peace and security.
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