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Abstract
Shift is a Western term that means breach and departure from the ordinary, and its presence in speech
gives it the characteristic of aesthetics and creativity, and it is folded under the folds of poetics and
stylistics. If a poetic text is described by its poeticity, it is certain that shift is folded within its folds. We
must not forget that the syntactic shift relates to the sentence and its structure, which is represented by
introduction, delay, deletion, mention, and detour. These terms are found in the Arab rhetorical heritage,
and they carry in their content the meaning of shift. The shift in its essence was not absent from the Arab

rhetoricians, as it was present in the depths of their books, but under other names.Keywords: Shift, The
emergence of shift among Westerners, Shift in Arab thought, Structural shift and its relationship to the

sentence.
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