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The democratic transition in Iraq after 2003 and its impact on shaping
public opinion
ATHEER FAKHIR HAYAL
Lecturer at Imam Al-Kadhim College of Islamic Sciences University

Abstract:

After 2003, Iraq witnessed a democratic openness, and then it developed
to lay the foundations for the new political process, which was represented by
the establishment of a permanent constitution, which emphasized freedom of
opinion and expression, as well as that the means of expressing opinion
became multiple, represented by a multi-party system, after a long experience
of the one-party system. As parties, political groups, and affiliated
organizations appeared with different names and different orientations, most
of them centered on sectarian, sectarian and national foundations, in addition
to the political parties’ lack of real political programs and their implantation
of political sectarianism and quotas that led to the weakness of the concept of
citizenship in favor of other subsidiary loyalties. But the parties’ possession
of power and the widest of it, therefore, made them realize the importance of
public opinion and seek to win or control it, direct it and even manufacture it,
in some cases, adding to this the emergence and multiplicity of organizations,
union gatherings, civil society organizations and others, which worked to
formulate public opinion or influence it through specific issues. As well as
what | witnessed from the launch of a group of satellite channels, as well as
the spread of social media.

Keywords: (democratic transition, influence, shaping public opinion).
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