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Abstract 

research issues being 

makes 

some recommendations for the field's professionalization and validation research. It is suggested that 

professionalization and validation research are linked since ethical issues must be based on the use of 

valid tests. 

The aim of this study is to cover certain gaps in the previous studies like: what is really meant by 

foreign language testing? What are the main types of foreign language testing? According to what 

criteria foreign language testing is done? These are the main problems that this research is carried to 

treat. 

Concerning the aims of this paper, it is done to find out: the real and suitable definition of foreign 

language testing, and the main types and criteria of foreign language testing.  

Key terms: 

Foreign, language, types, tests, value. 
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The history of language testing 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_British_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_English_Language_Testing_System
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Forms of Language Testing 

Language evaluations come in five primary categories: aptitude, diagnostic, 

placement, accomplishment, and proficiency tests (Shameem,2007: 56). 

The most qualified workers may be chosen by an employer through an aptitude test 

to enroll in language training so they can assist in the establishment of a new overseas 

branch or provide multilingual customer support (ibid). 
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5. Proficiency Tests 

rather than on knowledge 

itself. Tests of language proficiency compare a user's output and understanding to a 

rating scale, such as the ACTFL, ILR, and CEFR scales (short, 2003: 64). 

Proficiency exams are helpful in a number of settings, unlike the majority of the tests 

we've looked at, which are primarily related to academic contexts. No matter how 

they learned the language or how proficient they think they are, everyone can take a 

test of language ability. Testing candidates' language proficiency in authentic 

situations yields reliable results (ibid). 

Types of Language Skills 

Language skills can be used as a lens through which to view language testing. Even 

while you might ask someone if they "know" a particular language, that general term 

actually refers to a number of other abilities. Language proficiency is based on four 

skills: speaking, reading, and writing (ibid). 

These abilities can be grouped according to how and where they communicate. 

Speaking and writing both involve the output of language, but listening and reading 

both involve the input of language. These pairs are different from one another in terms 

of communication orientation. However, the elements in each pair vary in terms of 

how they communicate. While reading and writing include written communication, 

speaking and listening both involve oral communication (ibid). 

Understanding oral communication is a necessary component of listening abilities in 

a given language. The first step toward comprehension and listening skills when a 

person learns their first language as a baby is listening to their parents and other 

people speaking around them. Additionally, some people learn a second language 

through immersion, with listening abilities emerging first (shehan, 2008: 90). 

2. Speaking 
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People frequently use the generic term "speaking a language" to refer to a variety of 

ways to use a language. For instance, somebody can claim to be able to converse in a 

language utilizing all four of the communication abilities rather than simply saying 

they speak it. But to negotiate meaning in a discussion, speaking is a specific ability 

that is necessary in addition to listening. Speaking is one of the four abilities that may 

be most difficult to master but is also the most valuable because it needs real-time 

communication (ibid). 

Language Proficiency Tests 
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Ethics in language testing 

Despite the claims made by Alderson (1997) and others that testers have long been 

interested in issues of fairness (as seen by their continuing interest in 

Others have distinguished the ethical question from validity as a crucial facet of the 

professionalization of language testing as a field, and that striving for fairness is a 

component of ethical behavior (Davies, 1997). 
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Messick (1994: 64) asserts that because all testing entails making value judgments, it 

is possible to have a critical conversation about language testing. whose ideals are 

being upheld and serviced; this then prompts thought about moral behavior. 

Messick (1994, 1996) has expanded the definition of validity to take into account 

what he calls consequential validity, or the effects of how test results are used and 

interpreted. According to Hamp-Lyons (1997), the concept of washback should be 

expanded to include "impact," which is the impact of exams on society as a whole as 

opposed to just people or the educational system. She is voicing a growing worry 

about the political and moral concerns around test use, which have developed in 

recent years. 

Both McNamara (1998) and Hamp-Lyons (1998) review the growing body of work 

on ethics and emphasize the importance of creating standards for language testing. 

Both offer feedback on a proposed Code of Conduct that is supported by the 

International Language Testing 

According to Davies (1997: 53), as tests frequently have a prescriptive or normative 

role, their social ramifications could be extensive. He makes the case for language 

testers to uphold a code of ethics in order to safeguard both the profession's members 

and persons from the exploitation and abuse of tests. He does, however, counter that 

the morality argument should not be taken too far should it result in cynical 

manipulation of norms of practice or professional paralysis. 

The Value of Language Testing 

Language testing is a useful tool for both professional and academic settings. 

Language tests can indicate a student's current level of understanding and show them 

the way to better proficiency. To ascertain whether their skill set satisfies the 

requirements of a job or whether they require additional training, professionals might 

use language testing. Employers can also certify the language skills of current workers 

and new hires to make sure they can properly accomplish the responsibilities assigned 

to them without endangering the firm (ibid). 

Because language is complex, evaluating it can be challenging. Fortunately, 

professionals have developed tests that accurately evaluate a person's language 

abilities. All you need to do to obtain a helpful assessment of language ability is to 

use these exams as an educator, employer, student, or professional (ibid). 

Conclusions 
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The study concludes that foreign language testing is an important task and it needs to 

be done according to certain criteria. The first criteria has to do with memory. Its 

purpose is to assess pupils' word and grammatical construction knowledge. Lexical 

and grammatical units must be recognized, remembered, and reproduced by test-

takers. which were covered in the educational programs. 

The second criterion evaluates how well the pupils understood lexical units. Their 

comprehension of word meanings is tested by test exercises. Students must be able to 

translate words, identify word and expression synonyms and antonyms, and more. 

The third requirement focuses on the practical use of lexical and grammatical units. 

Students are provided instructions on how to spot and fix various errors in a specific 

situation. The fourth need examines how lexical and grammatical elements are used 

in a context. Language testing has different types and forms and to choose one 

depends on the speaker’s background. Ethics and social norms affects the process of 

language testing 
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