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Abstract

The Kingdom of Mari, located near the city of AlI-Bukamal, drew the attention
of scholars, archaeologists, researchers, and excavators. Their efforts led to the
discovery of artistic paintings on the walls of temples and palaces.

Mari remained a cultural mystery for archaeologists in Syria and Mesopotamia.
Archaeological findings in other kingdoms spoke of a city known for its beauty
and architectural creativity in the region without specifying its location. By chance,
some Bedouins discovered a worshiped statue while digging a grave in Tal al-
Hariri, 11 kilometers northwest of Al-Bukamal on the Syrian—Iraqi border. The
kingdom's location on the Middle Euphrates made it a cultural hub, fostering
international relations with Babylon, Nineveh, Assyria, Ugarit, and Yamhad. Its
trade extended from Yilmun (currently Bahrain) to Cyprus, contributing to its
economic prosperity. The influence of Zimri's palace harem did not hinder these
international relations. The rule of King Zimri—Lim is considered the golden age
of the Kingdom of Mari. Kings often wished to visit the city to see its famous
palace, covering three hectares with 300 rooms, including sections for the harem,
administration, guest rooms, a school, a private temple, bathrooms, kitchens, and
halls. The royal archive is one of Mari's most remarkable discoveries, containing
over 16 thousand inscriptions on clay shelves, covering political documents that
reveal the influence of the royal harem, especially during the reign of King Zimri—
Lim. It's noteworthy that the discovery of the Kingdom of Mari was a significant
historical and scientific event, preserving 20 percent of the region's history and
revealing important historical facts illustrating the historical importance of the

region.
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