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Iranian workers' elite in Baku 1858 — 1889

Muhammad Ghanem Kazem Al-Aboudi  Prof. Dr Asim Hakim Abbas Al-Jubouri
College of Education - University of College of Education - University of
Qadisiyah Qadisiyah

Abstract:

The working class in Iran was the product of difficult and turbulent pains from the political,
economic, social and intellectual conditions that Iran witnessed during the nineteenth century,
which was represented by the internal tyrannical interests of the Qajar rulers, and the colonial
interventions of Britain and Russia, which generated a group of revolutionary institutions
organized according to their common interests and goals, and framed their participants towards
modernization and progress And catch up with the wheel of Western civilization and keep pace
with its industrial revolution, and achieve a luxurious life like the peoples of that civilization,
depending on qualified workforce to manage the operations of the means of production and to
take the reins of leadership in the economic and political field, and to chart the steps of reform
required to bring about radical changes in Iranian society, so that the general conditions of Iran
are affected by the changes surrounding it. She was attracted to it for the fairness of the working
class and the increase of its contribution by building factories and implementing projects.

Key words: workers' elite, working class, Iran, Baku, immigration, revolutionary, socialism,
Nasir al - Din Shah.
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Iran and Russia were interested in the increase in the
phenomenon of Iranian labor migration to Baku at the beginning of the
Iranian relative calm in 1858, and they adopted special policies in dealing
with it quantitatively and qualitatively and for economic and political
reasons that included workers, merchants and employees according to
Russian local laws until economic dealings, cultural friction, and Iranian
civilizational openness with Russia increased At the expense of the
constants of their traditional society, after the returning workers
conveyed Marxist communist ideas to their countries, they formed labor
unions in 1867 to demand their rights, which represented the beginnings
of the socialist movement and Iranian communism. The form of the
Iranian working elite was manifested in the face of the capitalist oil
magnates who control the capital, and they applied their theoretical study
derived from the school of proletarian thought in practice in their mass
strikes and their trade union organizations rejecting exploitation from
Baku; Because, because of their advanced economic position abroad, and
their connection with the interests and decisions of the capitalist
countries there, they were informed of greater and more accurate details
of the West’s plans and conspiracies against their country, Iran, such as
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linking ports to the areas of influence of Russia and Britain before
opening the Suez Canal to navigation in 1869.

The Iranian working elite possessed an influential presence in the
battlefield of public life, and its ideology intersected with global
capitalism at the height of its imperial grandeur. When | moved from
individual effort to collective in major labor strikes led by organized
unions and affiliated with the Iranian Democratic Party, until the labor
elite in Baku represented a motivating energy for the various popular
groups in Iran, and a passport for the passage of new modernizing ideas
coming from Europe to the East because they had precedence in knowing
the disadvantages of the system Qajar and his despotism, and their
proximity to Russia, which witnessed the spread of the idea of elections
and individual freedom .
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