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Abstract[_]

Crete is one of the Greek islands overlooking the Mediterranean, which enjoys an important strategic location
and was one of the strongholds of the Byzantine state, through which it controls three continents, Asia, Africa
and Europe in terms of trade as a military kalk, where it is an important military starting point on the cities and
towns near it, and since the Muslims controlled large areas of the Maghreb and Spain (Andalusia), it was
necessary to control this island to maintain the borders of the Islamic State near it. There were many attempts
by Muslims previously to control this island, but they did not succeed fully in obtaining it and annexing it to
the territory of the Islamic state until Abu Hafs Omar Al-Balouti and his followers came to Alexandria and
controlled it for ten years. The Abbasids did not control the entire territory of Egypt until they sent an army led
by Taher bin Al-Hussein to expel them from Alexandria. After his arrival, he negotiated with Al-Balouti and
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his followers and persuaded him to cross to Crete and establish a state there. With his intelligence and acumen
by placing conditions on the Abbasids and their leader to get out of Alexandria, the most important of which
was supplying him with equipment and suppliesKeywords: Ikretesh, Al-Balotei ¢« Nikephoros, Byzantine,
Mediterranean
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