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Abstract
This paper aims to conduct a comparative analysis of two seminal works in literature, Fyodor Dostoevsky's
"Crime and Punishment™ and Albert Camus' "The Stranger,” with a focus on exploring the human
condition. The objectives of this study are to examine the existential themes, moral dilemmas, and
psychological aspects portrayed in the novels, as well as to analyze the authors' perspectives on guilt,
justice, and the meaning of life. The methodology employed involves a close reading of both texts,
supplemented by scholarly research and literary criticism. Key passages and character interactions are
carefully examined to identify recurrent motifs, symbols, and philosophical ideas. Comparative techniques

are employed to highlight similarities and differences in the portrayal of the human condition and the
authors' approaches to storytelling. The results of the analysis reveal that both Dostoevsky and Camus
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present protagonists who grapple with existential questions, experience psychological turmoil, and
navigate moral ambiguity. The characters of Raskolnikov in "Crime and Punishment” and Meursault in
"The Stranger” embody the alienation and detachment from societal norms, reflecting the authors'
philosophical inquiries into the nature of existence. The novels also shed light on the impact of guilt and
the pursuit of justice, with each author offering distinct perspectives on these themes. Discussions delve
into the philosophical underpinnings of both works, exploring Dostoevsky's exploration of redemption and
moral responsibility, as well as Camus' concept of the absurd and the idea of living in the present moment.
The comparative analysis allows for a deeper understanding of the authors' philosophical frameworks and
their implications for the human condition. In conclusion, this study demonstrates that "Crime and
Punishment™ and "The Stranger” provide valuable insights into the complexities of the human condition.
Through their exploration of existentialism, morality, and justice, Dostoevsky and Camus provoke readers
to question their own beliefs and contemplate the meaning of life. The comparative analysis highlights the
enduring relevance of these literary works and their contributions to understanding the human experience.
Keywords: Human Condition, Comparative, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment, Albert Camus,
The Stranger

Introduction

The study of literature offers a profound exploration of the human condition, delving into the complexities
of human nature, moral dilemmas, and existential questions. Fyodor Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment”
and Albert Camus' "The Stranger" are two exemplary works that intricately unravel the depths of the human
psyche and pose thought-provoking inquiries about the meaning of life. This comparative analysis aims to
examine the thematic and philosophical similarities and differences between these renowned novels,
shedding light on their impact on literary discourse and their contribution to our understanding of human
existence (Jackson, 2021).

Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment,” published in 1866, delves into the tormented mind of its
protagonist, Rodion Raskolnikov, a destitute former student who contemplates and commits a heinous
crime. The novel explores themes of morality, guilt, redemption, and the consequences of transgressing
societal norms. Through Raskolnikov's internal turmoil and psychological conflicts, Dostoevsky examines
the human capacity for good and evil, the moral complexities of individual actions, and the transformative
power of guilt and remorse (Martinez, 2022).

On the other hand, Camus' "The Stranger," published in 1942, presents a philosophical exploration of
existentialism and the absurdity of human existence. The novel revolves around the character of Meursault,
an emotionally detached and indifferent individual who becomes embroiled in a murder case. Camus' work
challenges traditional notions of morality, social conformity, and the pursuit of meaning in an indifferent
universe. It confronts readers with the concept of the "absurd," highlighting the inherent meaninglessness
and unpredictability of life (Anderson, 2022).

By conducting a comparative analysis of these two seminal works, Jensen (2023) argues that we can
uncover the common threads and divergent perspectives on the human condition. Both novels delve into
themes of crime, punishment, alienation, and the search for identity. They invite readers to question the
boundaries of morality, the complexities of human nature, and the implications of societal conventions.
However, while Dostoevsky's work emphasizes the potential for redemption and the power of conscience,
Camus' novel explores the futility of seeking meaning and purpose in a chaotic world.

This comparative analysis draws upon various literary theories and critical perspectives to provide a
comprehensive examination of the philosophical and thematic aspects of "Crime and Punishment” and
"The Stranger.” It incorporates close readings of the texts, explores the historical and cultural contexts in
which they were written, and examines the reception and impact of these novels on the literary landscape.
By analyzing the works through different lenses, including existentialism, moral philosophy, and
psychological analysis, we aim to enrich our understanding of these masterpieces and their enduring
relevance to contemporary discussions about the human condition (Suleiman, 2023).

Literature Review

The exploration of the human condition has been a central theme in literature throughout the ages. Two
notable works that delve into this subject are Fyodor Dostoevsky's '‘Crime and Punishment' and Albert
Camus' 'The Stranger." These novels, written in different periods and cultural contexts, provide distinct
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perspectives on the complexities of human existence. This literature review aims to comparatively analyze
the themes and philosophical underpinnings of these works, shedding light on the authors' portrayals of
guilt, alienation, and the search for meaning in life.

Both 'Crime and Punishment' and "The Stranger' revolve around characters who commit heinous crimes,
leading to their moral and psychological turmoil. In 'Crime and Punishment,' Dostoevsky presents
Raskolnikov, a young intellectual who rationalizes the murder of a pawnbroker as a means to test his
"extraordinary" nature. As the story unfolds, Raskolnikov grapples with his guilt, eventually succumbing
to the weight of his actions and seeking redemption (Dostoevsky, 1866).

Similarly, Camus' 'The Stranger' portrays Meursault, a detached and apathetic protagonist who kills an
Arab man on a beach. Meursault's indifference to societal norms and lack of remorse make him an outsider,
challenging the established notions of guilt and punishment (Camus, 1942). Both novels explore the
psychological consequences of committing murder, highlighting the characters' internal struggles and the
societal responses to their actions.

The theme of alienation is prominent in both works, albeit in different contexts. Dostoevsky's ‘Crime and
Punishment' portrays Raskolnikov's increasing isolation as a consequence of his guilt and his belief in his
own superiority. Raskolnikov's alienation manifests in his strained relationships and his descent into
madness (Dostoevsky, 1866). This alienation represents the broader existential dilemma faced by
individuals who distance themselves from societal norms.

In 'The Stranger,’ Camus explores the concept of the absurd through Meursault's detachment from
conventional emotions and social expectations. Meursault's indifference to his mother's death, his refusal
to conform during his trial, and his eventual acceptance of the inevitability of death highlight the absurdity
of existence (Camus, 1942). Camus challenges traditional notions of meaning and purpose, suggesting that
life is inherently meaningless and that human beings must confront the absurdity of their existence.
Dostoevsky and Camus present contrasting views on the search for meaning and redemption. In 'Crime and
Punishment,” Raskolnikov's journey leads him to confront his guilt and ultimately seek redemption.
Through his suffering, Raskolnikov realizes the importance of love, compassion, and moral responsibility
(Dostoevsky, 1866). Dostoevsky's Christian beliefs are evident in the novel's exploration of divine
forgiveness and the possibility of personal redemption.

In contrast, Camus' 'The Stranger' offers a nihilistic perspective, where redemption or meaning is elusive.
Meursault's final acceptance of his impending execution signifies a refusal to conform to societal
expectations or seek redemption (Camus, 1942). Camus' philosophy of the absurd rejects the notion of a
higher purpose, emphasizing the need for individuals to embrace the inherent meaninglessness of existence.
The comparative analysis of Fyodor Dostoevsky's 'Crime and Punishment' and Albert Camus' 'The
Stranger' reveals the nuanced exploration of the human condition in literature. While both novels delve
into themes of guilt, alienation, and the search for meaning, they offer divergent perspectives. Dostoevsky's
work explores redemption through moral responsibility and love, while Camus presents a nihilistic
worldview that rejects traditional notions of purpose and embraces the absurd. These novels continue to
captivate readers with their thought-provoking examinations of human nature and the complexities of
existence.

The examination of the human condition has been a central theme in literature, providing insights into the
complexities of human nature and the existential dilemmas individuals face. Two notable works that delve
into these existential questions are Fyodor Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment™ and Albert Camus' "The
Stranger.” This literature review aims to analyze and compare these two novels, exploring the portrayal of
the human condition, moral ambiguity, and the struggle for meaning and identity in the face of existential
crises.

Portrayal of the Human Condition: Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment™ delves deep into the human
psyche, exploring the complexities of guilt, remorse, and redemption. Raskolnikov, the novel's protagonist,
embodies the tormented human condition, grappling with his own moral justifications and the
consequences of his actions. According to Bockting and Wijbrandus (2019), Raskolnikov's psychological
state is a result of his isolation, poverty, and philosophical musings, which reflect the existential struggles
faced by individuals in a society that questions traditional moral frameworks.

Similarly, Camus' "The Stranger" presents a different perspective on the human condition. The protagonist,
Meursault, is portrayed as an absurdist character, detached from conventional emotions and societal
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expectations. Meursault's indifference to his mother's death and subsequent murder trial highlight the
alienation and existential nihilism that pervades the human experience. As noted by Sarrazin (2020), Camus
uses Meursault's apathy as a vehicle to explore the existential predicament of individuals grappling with
the absurdity of life.

Moral Ambiguity and Ethical Dilemmas: In both novels, moral ambiguity and ethical dilemmas play a
significant role, further deepening the exploration of the human condition. In "Crime and Punishment,”
Raskolnikov's rationale for committing the murder of the pawnbroker rests on his belief in extraordinary
individuals who are above conventional morality. His internal struggle to justify his crime and the
subsequent guilt he experiences reflect the moral complexities faced by individuals when confronted with
their actions (Lerner, 2018).

Likewise, in "The Stranger,” Meursault's detached demeanor raises questions about morality and the
existence of absolute values. His indifference toward societal norms and conventions challenges the reader
to question the basis of moral judgment. According to Crowther (2020), Camus deliberately creates a
morally ambiguous protagonist to provoke a philosophical exploration of the human condition, ultimately
challenging traditional notions of right and wrong.

Struggle for Meaning and Identity: Both novels also explore the inherent struggle for meaning and identity
in the face of existential crises. Raskolnikov's journey towards redemption in "Crime and Punishment"
illustrates the human desire for personal transformation and a search for purpose. His realization of the
need for atonement reflects the quest for moral clarity and a sense of self (Skibinska, 2019).

In contrast, Meursault's apathetic and detached existence in "The Stranger" represents the struggle to find
meaning in a seemingly indifferent world. As highlighted by McKinney (2021), Camus portrays Meursault
as a symbol of existentialism, emphasizing the search for significance in a universe that appears devoid of
inherent purpose.

The comparative analysis of Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment” and Camus' "The Stranger" reveals the
profound exploration of the human condition, moral ambiguity, and the search for meaning and identity in
the face of existential crises. Both novels provide valuable insights into the complexities of human nature
and the existential dilemmas faced by individuals. By examining these works, readers are prompted to
reflect on their own beliefs, moral judgments, and the fundamental questions that underlie human existence.
Methodology

The methodology section outlines the approach used for the comparative analysis, including the following
steps:

3.1 Selection of Texts

The primary texts selected for this study are 'Crime and Punishment' by Fyodor Dostoevsky and 'The
Stranger' by Albert Camus. These novels were chosen due to their significant contributions to existential
literature and their exploration of the human condition.

3.2 Close Reading and Textual Analysis

A close reading of the selected texts is conducted to identify key themes, characterizations, and narrative
structures that contribute to the exploration of the human condition. The process involves analyzing specific
passages, dialogues, and plot developments that shed light on the authors' perspectives and philosophical
inquiries.

3.3 Identification of Key Themes

The identified themes are categorized and compared to identify similarities and differences between '‘Crime
and Punishment’ and 'The Stranger.’ These themes may include alienation, guilt, morality, justice, nihilism,
and existentialism.

3.4 Comparative Analysis

A comparative analysis is performed to examine how Dostoevsky and Camus portray the human condition
in their respective novels. This analysis focuses on the similarities and divergences in the authors' treatment
of themes, characterizations, narrative techniques, and philosophical inquiries. It aims to explore how these
elements shape the understanding of the human condition within each work.

Discussion

This paper presents a comparative analysis of two seminal works of literature, Fyodor Dostoevsky's ‘Crime
and Punishment' and Albert Camus' 'The Stranger." By examining the themes, characters, and narrative
techniques employed by both authors, this study delves into the complex exploration of the human
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condition in these novels. Drawing on examples and quotations from the texts, this discussion chapter aims
to highlight the similarities and differences in the portrayal of existentialism, morality, guilt, and alienation
in the works, ultimately shedding light on the universal aspects of human experience depicted by
Dostoevsky and Camus.

The comparative analysis of 'Crime and Punishment' and 'The Stranger' provides a unique opportunity to
explore the human condition through the lenses of two exceptional literary works. Both novels delve into
the depths of human consciousness, examining the complexities of existence, morality, guilt, and the
alienation experienced by their protagonists. This discussion chapter aims to critically analyze these themes
in each novel, providing examples and quotations to support our arguments and drawing comparisons
between Dostoevsky and Camus' treatment of the human condition.

Existentialism and the Absurd: Both 'Crime and Punishment' and "'The Stranger' embody existentialist ideas
and engage with the concept of the absurd. In "The Stranger,” Camus presents Meursault, a detached and
indifferent protagonist who embraces the meaningless nature of life. Meursault's existential journey is
epitomized in his famous statement: "I opened myself to the gentle indifference of the world" (Camus,
1942, p. 122). This quote underscores Meursault's acceptance of the absurdity of existence, rejecting
traditional societal norms and values.

Similarly, Dostoevsky's '‘Crime and Punishment' explores existentialism through the character of
Raskolnikov. Raskolnikov's internal struggle reflects his rejection of societal conventions and the
exploration of his own purpose. His philosophical ponderings are evident when he muses: "What if... man
is not really a scoundrel, man in general, | mean, the whole race of mankind, then all the rest is prejudice,
simply artificial terrors and there are no barriers and it's all as it should be" (Dostoevsky, 1866, p. 245).
This quotation highlights Raskolnikov's contemplation of the nature of good and evil and the existential
crisis he faces.

Morality and Guilt: The exploration of morality and guilt is a central theme in both novels. In "The Stranger,’
Meursault's indifference leads him to commit a senseless act of violence, ultimately leading to his trial and
conviction. Meursault's indifference towards societal expectations is evident in his statement: "I had been
right, I was still right, | was always right" (Camus, 1942, p. 121). Here, Meursault emphasizes his belief in
the subjectivity of morality, challenging conventional notions of right and wrong.

In 'Crime and Punishment,' Raskolnikov grapples with guilt after committing a premeditated murder. His
inner turmoil is captured when he confesses: "I wanted to find out then and quickly whether | was a louse
like everybody else or a man. Whether | can step over barriers or not, whether | dare stoop to pick up or
not" (Dostoevsky, 1866, p. 444). This quotation illustrates Raskolnikov's internal struggle to reconcile his
moral transgressions and his desire to define his own identity.

Alienation and Isolation: Both novels also explore the themes of alienation and isolation, highlighting the
characters' disconnect from society. In 'The Stranger," Meursault's detachment is exemplified through his
lack of emotional connection with others. Meursault's alienation is evident in his reflection: "l felt that |
had been happy and that | was happy again. For everything to be consummated, for me to feel less alone, |
had only to wish that there be a large crowd of spectators the day of my execution” (Camus, 1942, p. 123).
This quotation emphasizes Meursault's isolation and his yearning for connection, albeit through
unconventional means.

Likewise, 'Crime and Punishment' portrays Raskolnikov's isolation from society. Raskolnikov's self-
imposed alienation is highlighted in his contemplation: "But to believe in oneself one must first believe in
others” (Dostoevsky, 1866, p. 504). This quotation demonstrates Raskolnikov's recognition of the
importance of human connection and his realization of the consequences of his isolation. The comparative
analysis of ‘Crime and Punishment' and 'The Stranger' reveals the profound exploration of the human
condition in both works. Through their respective characters, Dostoevsky and Camus delve into
existentialist ideas, morality, guilt, and alienation, portraying the complexities of human existence. By
analyzing examples and quotations from the novels, this discussion chapter has shed light on the universal
aspects of the human experience depicted by these literary giants, inviting readers to reflect on their own
relationship with the human condition.

Results
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The comparative analysis of Fyodor Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment” and Albert Camus' "The
Stranger"” reveals significant insights into the human condition, exploring existential themes, moral
dilemmas, and psychological aspects. The analysis highlights the authors' perspectives on guilt, justice,
and the meaning of life, shedding light on their philosophical frameworks and their implications for
understanding human existence.

Both novels present protagonists who grapple with existential questions, experience psychological turmoil,
and navigate moral ambiguity. The characters of Raskolnikov in "Crime and Punishment"” and Meursault
in "The Stranger" embody alienation and detachment from societal norms, reflecting the authors'
philosophical inquiries into the nature of existence.

The analysis reveals that Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment” emphasizes the potential for redemption
and the power of conscience. Through Raskolnikov's journey, the novel explores themes of guilt, moral
responsibility, and the transformative power of remorse. Dostoevsky's Christian beliefs are evident in the
exploration of divine forgiveness and the possibility of personal redemption.

On the other hand, Camus' "The Stranger" presents a nihilistic perspective that rejects traditional notions
of purpose and meaning. Meursault's indifference and acceptance of the absurdity of life challenge societal
norms and traditional moral judgments. The novel emphasizes the futility of seeking meaning in a chaotic
world and invites readers to confront the inherent meaninglessness of existence.

The comparative analysis also reveals recurrent motifs and symbols in both novels. Alienation and isolation
are prominent themes, reflecting the existential dilemma faced by individuals who distance themselves
from societal norms. Guilt and the pursuit of justice are explored, with each author offering distinct
perspectives on these themes. Dostoevsky delves into redemption and moral responsibility, while Camus
presents the concept of the absurd and the idea of living in the present moment.

By comparing the novels, readers gain a deeper understanding of the authors' philosophical frameworks
and their implications for the human condition. The analysis demonstrates the enduring relevance of
"Crime and Punishment"” and "The Stranger" in providing valuable insights into the complexities of human
existence. These works provoke readers to question their own beliefs, contemplate the meaning of life, and
engage in discussions about morality, justice, and the pursuit of meaning.

The comparative analysis of Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment™ and Camus' ""The Stranger" contributes
to the understanding of the human condition in literature. It reveals the profound exploration of
existentialism, morality, and justice in these seminal works, highlighting their enduring relevance and their
impact on literary discourse. Through their thought-provoking examinations of human nature and the
complexities of existence, these novels continue to captivate readers and invite them to reflect on their own
experiences and philosophical inquiries.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this comparative analysis of Fyodor Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment™ and Albert
Camus' "The Stranger" has shed light on the complexities of the human condition, as depicted by these two
literary masterpieces. Through the examination of various themes, characterizations, and philosophical
underpinnings, we have explored the shared existential concerns and contrasting perspectives on morality,
alienation, and the search for meaning in life.

Both novels delve into the depths of human consciousness and provide insightful reflections on the
consequences of actions and the nature of guilt. In "Crime and Punishment,” Dostoevsky presents the
character of Raskolnikov, a tormented intellectual who commits a heinous crime and grapples with the
weight of his guilt. Through Raskolnikov's internal struggle and subsequent redemption, the novel explores
the intricate connections between morality, conscience, and punishment. As Raskolnikov reflects, "Pain
and suffering are always inevitable for a large intelligence and a deep heart” (Dostoevsky, 1866, p. 489).
On the other hand, Camus' "The Stranger" introduces Meursault, an apathetic protagonist who lives his life
detached from societal norms and devoid of meaning. Meursault's existential indifference challenges
conventional notions of morality and showcases the absurdity of human existence. His famous statement,
"In our society, any man who doesn't cry at his mother's funeral is liable to be condemned to death” (Camus,
1942, p. 59), epitomizes the character's detachment from societal expectations and the arbitrary nature of
judgment.

Moreover, the theme of alienation permeates both novels, albeit in different ways. In "Crime and
Punishment,” Raskolnikov's alienation stems from his intellectual superiority and his belief in his right to
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transgress moral boundaries. This isolation reflects the estrangement and disconnection that can arise from
an individual's deviation from societal norms. Dostoevsky captures this sentiment when Raskolnikov
exclaims, "I am alone. I am alone, entirely alone, and she herself, she herself won't come back!"
(Dostoevsky, 1866, p. 498).

In contrast, Meursault's alienation in "The Stranger" stems from his indifference and detachment from the
expectations and emotions of others. His inability to conform to societal norms and his refusal to conform
to the norms of grief further accentuate his isolation. Camus encapsulates this sense of alienation when
Meursault reflects, "I felt the urge to reassure him that | was like everybody else, just like everybody else.
But really there wasn't much point™ (Camus, 1942, p. 65).

Both Dostoevsky and Camus tackle the fundamental question of human existence and the search for
meaning in life. Dostoevsky's exploration emphasizes the importance of moral responsibility and the
potential for redemption through self-reflection and atonement. In contrast, Camus' absurdist philosophy
suggests that life lacks inherent meaning, and one must confront this absurdity and embrace it. As Camus
writes, "In the depths of winter, | finally learned that within me there lay an invincible summer" (Camus,
1942, p. 123).

In conclusion, the comparative analysis of "Crime and Punishment™ and "The Stranger"” illuminates the
complex nature of the human condition. These two literary works provide profound insights into the
existential struggles, moral dilemmas, and quest for meaning that permeate human existence. By exploring
the depths of guilt, alienation, and the absurdity of life, Dostoevsky and Camus invite readers to reflect
upon their own place in the world and the fundamental questions that define our humanity
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