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The missing passages of the Qur'n:- Al -Naskh wa Al-Mansukh ;

The docrine of Abrogation.
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Upon Muhammad ‘s death a number of tribes in the outer parts

of the Arabian peninsula reneged from the faith they had recently

adopted. Whereupon Abu Bakr sent a large number of the early

Muslims to subdue the revolt forcibly. This resulted in the Battle of

Yamama and a number of Muhammad ‘s close companions. who had

received the Qur'an directly from him. were killed. What followed is
described in this well-known hadith: [ P.10 ]
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“Regarding the written materials as to exactly how much of the
Qur'an was reduced to writing during the lifetime of Muhammad.
There is certainly no evidence to suggest that anyone had actually
compiled the whole text of the Qur'an into a single manuscript.
whether directly under Muhammad's express authority or otherwise.
and from the information we have the collection of the Qur‘an after
his death (which we shall shortly consider). we must rather conclude
that the Qur'an had never been codified or reduced to writing in a
single text. [ P.9])
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“Zaid’s hesitation about the task. partly occasioned by
Muhammad’s own disinterest in codifying the text into a single unit
and partly by the enormity of it shows that it was not going to be an
easy undertaking.If he was a perfect hafiz of the Qur'an and knew the
whole text off by heart. nothing excepted. and if a number of the other
companions were also endowed with such outstanding powers of
memorization. the collection would have been quite. He needed only
to write it down out of his own memory and have the others check. If
Zaid and the other qurra (memorisers) each knew. by divine assistance
and purpose. the whole Qur‘an to the last letter without any error or
omission - this is the Muslim hypothesis - we would hardly have found
him iresponding to the appeal to collect the Qur'an as he did. Instead
of immediately turning to his memory alone he made an extensive
search for the text from a variety of sources. This was not the action of
a man believing he had divinely endowed with an infallible memory
upon which he could exclusively rely but rather of a careful scribe who
was going to collect the Qur'an from all the possible sources where it

was known to be. from scraps. (P. 10)
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