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The Poetics of Implicitness
in Al-Tha‘abini (The Serpentine) As a Title

Prof. Dr. Ali Kamal - Al - Din Al — Fahhadi

The title of the novel Al-Tha‘abini refers to the main
character Al-Tha“abini (the serpentine) and denotes a killer-reptile
as an enemy of mankind just as a ruler who is a lackey of
imperialism is an enemy of his own people. Linguistically, the
serpent is a symbol of slackness, killing, injustice and animosity
towards both man and beast, just like a ruthless ruler. The title is
spaceless and timeless, which shows that oppression and despotism
have no fixed space or time.

The title can be related to the story of Prophet Moses and
Pharaoh in the Glorious Qur’dn which involves deception,
witchcraft, cunning, evil and claiming divinity. In the Qur’anic
interpretation this is linked to Satan who was dismissed from
Heaven and returned with the help of the serpent. This is similar to
the driving out of imperialism of the Valley of Happiness (Na‘im) to
return aided by the serpentine and to rule through him.

The interpretation of the dream reveals the relationship
between the serpent and the unjust ruler: ‘the Man of the Valley’
who symbolizes hostility, oppression, the tyrant sly ruler, evil, envy,
craftiness, cunning and animosity aimed at Moslems.
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