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Arnold Toynbee, in the Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Editor in chief
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publishers, Moscow, (1983).
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Abstract
The goal of this research is to disclose the extent of authenticity

of the views of German Philosopher and Historian Oswald Spengler on
the collapse of Western civilization compared to the views of British
Historian and philosopher Arnold Toynbee. Western civilization is
currently undergoing retreat and divisiveness after a long history of
achievements and innovations, which are analyzed from the
sociological standpoint in light of the philosophic thought of German
Philosopher Spengler and compared with the thought of British
philosopher Toynbee.

The study concluded that the views of Spengler on the collapse
of Western civilization were more realistic than the views of Toynbee.
Western civilization has reached the peak of technological innovation
and development and the privatization of the world. The evidence of
the authenticity of his conclusion was the appearance of other
civilizations, such as the yellow civilization which is now rising.
Countries like China and Japan are rising and they have been
innovative and are making a new civilization, an East Asian
civilization.

This East Asian civilization is qualified to replace Western
civilization, according to Spengler. Nevertheless, Toynbee is strongly
of the opposite view and argues his case according to his Challenge
and Response Theory. Toynbee concluded that as a result of the
challenges facing any civilization, a response is created in the form of
innovation. An innovative minority of Western leaders and reformers
appear. They can save Western civilization, stop its decline, and cope
with all the problems which the Challenge and Response Theory is
facing by appropriately responding to the challenge. Therefore,
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Toynbee is optimistic that Western Civilization can stand on its feet
once again and does not accept the pessimism of Spengler.
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