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THE MESSAGE OF IBN HAZM ON THE VIRTUES OF
ANDALUSIA AND THE REPUTE OF ITS MEN:

An Original Textual Study

ABSTRACT

This study attempts to read a traditional manuscript namely
the Message of Ibn Hazm on the Virtues of the People of Andalusia,
and to shed a light on its major aesthetic aspects from two
perspectives: the first, to go over the text rather superficially and
hastily; the second, to read it thoroughly and delve down beneath
the surface. This thorough and detailed reading unveils the extent to
which Al-Hasan Bin Mohammad Al-Rabeeb'’s letter had degraded
and humiliated Ibn Hazm's Andalusia, and, moreover, disclosed
how swift the latter’s response was, which led him to write this
letter that is obviously rich in verbal sentences on both levels; the
structural and the oratorical.
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