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Abstract:

Rain Song (Unshudat almatar) is
a qasida by Iraqi poet Badr Shakir
al-Sayyab. He versed it at a time
when his thoughts and poems
changed from romanticism to
realism. This change influenced
his poetic images and lead him to
leave the romantic and emotional
topics that he used to present as
minor and scatter images in his
poems. He started to present his
realistic thoughts as a set of
coherent and continuous. Here we
utilize a  descriptive-analytic
approach to study the reasons of
this change. We find that the
thoughts and beliefs of the poem
developed under the influence of
the social and political situations
and his acquaintance with images
in western poems. Al-Sayyab’s
beliefs, emotions, and poetic
dreams became complex,
profound, and coherent, so that
the partial and scatter images in a
traditional qasida were not able to

represent them. Therefore, the
poet used elements such as
cadence, mystery, contrast, and

myth to mix new thoughts in a set
of coherent and continuous
images and successfully
represented the qasida as a unit
image of the revolution against

tyranny.

Key words : Rain Song , Al-
Sayyab , Image , Romanticism ,
Realism .
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Still falls the Rain...

Blind as the nineteen hundred and forty nails

Upon the croos

Still falls the Rain/ With a sound like the pulse of the heart
that is changed to the hammer — beat

In the potter’s Field, and the sound of the impious feet on the
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Still falls the blood from the starved man’s wounded side:

He bears in his heart all wounds, ... those of the light that
died, The last faint spark/ In the self — murdered heart, the
woonds of the sad uncomprehending dark,3
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See, See where christs blood streames in the firma,ent:
It flows from the Brow we nailed upon the tree4
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1 Act 2 scene 2 p.105, Romeo and Juliet, Edited by G.BLAKEMORE
EVANS, Cambridge University Press 2003 UK.
2 Dame Edith sitwell (poems) p9, publisher: poem Hunter com. The
world’s Archive 2004.
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1. DAME EDITH SITWELL, Poems, p.9, Poemhunter co., The

World’'s Poetry Archive, 2004.
2. Act 2 scene2 p.105, Romeo and Juliet ,Edited by G.BLAKEMORE
EVANS, Cambridge University Press 2003 UK.
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