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The main reasons for tax evasion In Iraq
Dr. Laith Ramadan Kazim
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Abstract

Taxes appeared not recently, as all times witnessed a certain type of taxes until
they developed and reached what they are now and became one of the basics for
countries to achieve economic development, but this development has caused many
problems that have hindered the collection of this revenue, and among these
problems is tax evasion, which is considered A source of concern for most countries
that rely on taxes to pay their expenses, and since Iraq is also one of the countries
that depend on imports from taxes in the second place after products Therefore, it is
necessary to know the main causes and motives that cause the taxpayer to evade
paying the tax through legal and illegal means, as there are many loopholes through
which the taxpayer can not pay the tax, some of which are legislative, such as the
defect occurring in the laws and tax instructions, and not avoiding these loopholes
that the taxpayer exploits. Not to mention the violation of the law in an explicit
manner and the lack of an executive deterrent for the violator. There is merely a
threat and a threat without implementation. Also, the major flaw that exists in the
tax administrative apparatus, especially in lIraqg, is that most of those in charge They
do not have sufficient experience in collecting taxes, and the existence of gaps in
dealing between the tax official and the taxpayer leads to the citizen’s alienation and
avoidance of paying the tax. The tax system is considered technologically poor, as
most tax institutions do not contain modern devices and have not kept pace with the
development taking place in collecting taxes electronically as it is. The situation was
the same in most comparative countries until recently, not to mention the social
economic reasons facing the taxpayer in terms of the lack of a fixed tax base for
collecting taxes, and there is a group of taxes that are subject to The estimator’s
diligence, and here there is a lack of justice in applying the imposition of the tax, as
it was imposed on one person and not another due to favoritism or corruption. All
that was mentioned are reasons that made the taxpayer evade paying the tax, some
of which we consider hidden from the lIraqgi legislator or the executive authority
because they are not addressed in most cases. Studies and heading towards solutions
directly without going through the causes, which prompted us to start this research
and explain these motives and address some of their details that give a general view
of finding appropriate solutions and working to provide them.
Keywords: tax evasion, taxes, tax institutions, paying taxes

AL-Mostansiriyah journal for arab and international studies

132


mailto:laith.ramadan@ijsu.edu.iq
mailto:laith.ramadan@ijsu.edu.iq

