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US President Lyndon Johnson Between His Political Ambition And His
Social Approach (The Watts Riots Of 1965 As An Example)
Dr.marym abd ali hamdan
Al-Mustansiriyah Center for Arab and International Studies
Marym.abd.ali@uomustansiriah.ed

Abstract:

When Lyndon Johnson assumed the presidency after the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 1963, he tried to
achieve the social vision that his predecessor had left behind, and at
the same time exploit the unique opportunity to establish his own
policies and gain the satisfaction of Americans, starting with the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, but the increasing quest and
struggle of Americans for... Gaining their civil rights, as well as the
influence of Martin Luther King, awakened the consciences of
Americans to accept more civil rights legislation, which culminated
in the passage of the Voting Rights Act on August 6, 1965. Despite
the overwhelming feelings of optimism from the Johnson era, things
began to turn. Five days later, riots broke out in Watts by African
Americans who suffer from chronic poverty in the United States of
America. Perhaps Los Angeles was one of these states whose
minority residents suffered from racial discrimination on the social
and ethnic levels. The result was the revelation of the failure of
Johnson’s approach to The social and racial aspect, instead of being
able to offer easy solutions, began an equal era of anti-black
militancy due to the violent reaction by whites.

Keywords: Johnson, Watts, riot, racism, America.
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