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Abstract 
. The Image of  the other in the Arab Islamic Heritage 

(578-581 A.H/1182-1185 A.D). 
The research inquires into the relations with non-Muslims through Ibn Jubayer's journey 

who is considered as eye witness on the erea This journey stated the Islamic public opinion 

towards non-Muslims invaders and how the relations inbetween should be.  

The journey also revealed how the muslims in the Sham countries (Jordan, Syria and 

Palestine)as well as Sicily were weak and how the non- Muslims were celebrating as 

victorious invaders.  

The conclusions of the study:  

1- Ibn Jubayer had expressed Muslims public opinion towards non- Muslims who had 

invaded Muslim's countries. He described them as bitter enemies, un-believers and tyrannt 

people.  

         This was because of the different images of killing, destroying and, desecrating of 

the holy places and honor.   

         This dark image was documented by many other historians such particularly 

during the crusades. All Muslims were in panic and so they supplicated the Lord to kill 

them off.   

2- Ibn Jubayer described some of the battles between the two sides such as that one which 

took place in Hijaz in the year 579 Hejri.  

         He also talked about how non-Muslims treated Muslims as captives and how 

Muslims in turn treated those non-Muslim captines.  

3- The trade was not deeply affected during the war but it continued to prosper between the 

two sides because of the bad need to it for both sides.  

         In addition, all trade paths were under the control of non-Muslims such as the 

share of AKKA and Trabuli.  

4- The Muslims were dealt equalty and fairly under the non-Muslims supremacy to the 

extent that Ibn – Jubayer feared for Muslims to be attracted to their authority. Those ways 

of treatments were implemented also in Sicily that town people were let to practice their 

rites as they believed. 
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