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Abstract 

Religious Discourse: Negative Inflexibility and Renewal Necessity 

Discourse refers to any speech or writing that expresses the speaker or writer’s attitude 

and produced with the intention of affecting the listener or the reader taking into consideration 

all the circumstances wherein that discourse happens. 

Religious Discourse refers to the Muslims, individuals or groups, discourse that 

renders their understanding of Islam, reading its texts, and their exchanging its ideas, 

conceptions, morals, instructions, and legislations. 

The inflexible approach to texts has been represented by the attitudes of Imam Ahmed 

bin Hanbal (died in 241 A. H.) who believed that there is no need for either reason or thinking 

since matters are of clear evidence and uncurled or straightforward. 
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as-Salafiya’s (the Islamic Reform movement) current of thought headed by Ibn 

Taymiya (died in 728 A. H.) followed Imam Ahmed’s approach. They thought that no power 

for reason in the interpretation and explanation of the Quran but within the meaning of Its 

expressions and the limits of narrations. Reason, then, should only believe in such things and 

submit for them as it is a witness and not judge, supporter not a refuter or a rejecter.  

The inflexible approach to texts has the following properties: 

(1). Complete indulgence in the text and only pausing at the subsidiary judgments elicited 

from the surface understanding of these texts. 

(2). ill-intentionally looking at any sect, opinion, or call for using reason  and relying on it 

deducing and fixation of jurisprudent Ahkaam and religious affairs respectively.  

(3). overexaggerating the consideration of the scientists of earlier centuries as legal but no 

consideration was given to the Prophet’s household or progeny Imams; as if the followers 

of this approach had forgotten the fact that the prominent figures and scientists were just 

students of those Imams. Those students included Abdulla bin Mas’oud (died in 34 A. 

H.), Ibn Abbas (69A. H.), Sa’eed banal-Musayyab, and Abu Hanifa an-Na’maan (died 

in150 A. H) 

(4). exaggeration in rejecting any new idea and high high caution of accepting anything from 

other civilizations. 

This approach has deadly consequences such as resizing the Islamic civilization and 

regression in the creating a balanced Islamic Discourse addressing other civilizations.  

In order for the arguers to reach a mutual area of discussion based on right reasoning, they 

should, according to Islam, not abandon rational and logical criteria in their discussion. They 

should also follow a scientific method relying on what they believe to be right and they do not 

depart rational evidence. Furthermore, they should not imagine their unknown to be known. If 

so doing, they would put an end for any dispute out of mistaken thinking. Imam Ali (PUH) 

said that if the ignorant keeps silent people will never disagree. 

To sum up, it is seriously necessary to have a discourse based on positive interaction 

that understands its opinions and thoughts through studying the psychological and social 

behaviour farer from irrespect of the social strata and self-thinking. 

Nations variety is an aspect of beauty in life that requires societies to respect as a 

norm. Allah the Almighty said, "And among His Signs is the creation of the heavens and the 

earth, and the variations In your languages and your colours: Verily In that are Signs for those 

who know". Ar-Ruum 22. 

Thus we are required to break through our religious discourse without hesitation in 

order to develop it fully with all the new possible means so that it could be thoroughly and 

clearly perceived. We should also practice jurisprudent Ijtihaad widely and confidently. 

Otherwise, we would stay, were we are, satisfied with dependency and regression declaring 

our rejection and objection only, where the various processions of the nations of the world 

pass over leading their life. 

I said that asking Allah for forgiveness and remembering the Aya: "Do They not 

consider the Qur'an (with care)? had it been from other than Allah, They would surely have 

found therein much discrepancy. An-Nisaa' 82 
 

 


