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Abstract: The crime of deliberately using starvation of
civilians as a method of warfare is recognized as a
crime under international law, specifically in the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court. Although
there are legal options to hold individuals accountable
for deliberate starvation, there has been a lack of
investigation and accountability for those who violate
international law in cases of famine caused by military
actions and authoritarian policies. In addition, there is
an ongoing debate about whether criminalizing
intentional starvation as a method of warfare can be
considered a rule of customary international law,
allowing for accountability in states not party to the
Rome Statut.
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! Federica D’Alessandra & Matthew Gillett, The War Crime of Starvation in
Non-International Armed Conflict, 17 J. Int’l Crim. Just. 815, 826 (2019),p23

2 erhard Werle & Florian JeRberger, Principles of International Criminal Law (3di ed. 2014);
Oxford University ,p342

3 Bridget Conley and Alex de Waal, The Purposes of Starvation, 17 J. Int'l Crim. Just =11
(2019),p710
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! Bridget Conley and Alex de Waal, The Purposes of Starvation, 17 J. Int'l Crim. Just. 699,
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2Tom Dannenbaum,op.cit.p64

3 here are rare containment encirclements where the blockading state has the capacity to
enter and control the territory but chooses instead to control the perimeter. The Israeli
blockade of Gaza arguably falls into this category. Yoram Dinstein, The International Law of
Belligerent Occupation 276—85 (2009).p78
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! See Annex D to GRC’s Guidebook: Ratifying and Implementing the Starvation Amendment
to the Rome Statute," The starvation amendment inserts the new crime of intentional
starvation of civilians in NIAC as a war crime as Article 8(2)(e)(xix) of the Rome Statute "
available at https://starvationaccountability.org/publications/ratification-guidebook .

2 See Int’l Crim. Ct., Elements of Crimes, Doc. No. ICC-PIDS-LT-03-002/11_Eng, at 31 (2011) [hereinafter ICC
Elements of Crimes]
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Yoram Dinstein, Siege Warfare and the Starvation of Civilians, in Humanitarian Law of
Armed Conflict: Challenges Ahead 145, 151, 1991 ,p95
2Yoram Dinstein.op.cit.p96
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! Kay Ambos, Third Edition 2016); William A. Shappas, Introduction to the International
Criminal Court 285 (Fifth Edition, 2017.

2Rebecca Hamilton, After the coup in Sudan: key (short-term) indicators of democracy
survival, (October 25, 2021), https://perma.cc/NJ6M-BLKX.
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! See Rome Statute, supra note 1, articles. 12.13 (provides for the jurisdiction of the Court
in cases not only referred by the United Nations Security Council when crimes occur on the
territory of a State Party or are committed by a national of a State Party or any State
accepting the jurisdiction of the Court over a State Party.

22-RTS. watch, runtime: 31 January 2021, https://perma.cc/P7XA-VDA7; https://perma.cc/7YZV-
GNBN.
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1. Danielle Frank, Elements of War Crimes — Article 8(2)(b)(xxv), at the International Criminal Court,
Elements of Crimes and Rules of Procedure and Evidence 203, 205 (Roy S. Lee edition, 2001.
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