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!e classic Western study of the history of the text as preserved in Mus- (1)

 lim tradition is T. Nöldeke Geschichte des Qorans nd ed ed. F.

Schwally vol. 2 (Leipzig For useful brief summaries with refer-

 ences see W. M. Watt Bell›s Introduction to the Qur›an (Edinburgh

 .1970); A. T. Welch and J. D. Pearson al -Kur›an EI
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 See Welch and Pearson especially p referring to Gustav ( )

Flugel›s edition of the Qur›anic text

A. Mingana !e Transmission of the Kur›an Journal of the Man- ( )

chester Egyptian & Oriental Society (1915 -16): 25 -47

– – ( )

 .(

 J. Wansbrough Qur›anic Studies: Sources and Methods of Scriptural  ( )

 Interpretation (Oxford ; cf. J. Chabbi Histoire et tradition

 sacree: La biographie impossible de Mahomet Arabica 43. 1 (1996):

 190 -94. In a recent article Y. D. Nevo Towards a Prehistory of Islam

Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam has at-

tempted to con"rm the interval suggested by Wansbrough by trac-

 ing the gradual evolution of rock -cut inscriptions in the Negev from

 basic pre -Islamic) to Muhammadan to Muslim religious texts.

 Aside from the fact that these terms are not clearly de"ned Professor

 Donner has noted (personal communication) that Nevo›s argument

can be taken equally well to support the traditional view that early Is-

 lam and the Qur›anic text evolved primarily in al -Madinah and other

 urban centers to which the Negev was entirely peripheral. !e author
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 .is grateful to Professor Donner for calling this article to her attention

.Wansbrough ; cf. pp  ( )

( )

 .Wansbrough ; cf. pp

see S. Leder !e Literary use of the Khabar: A Basic Form of Histori-

cal Writing in !e Byzantine and Early Islamic Near East I: Prob-

 lems in the Literary Source Material ed. A. Cameron and L. I. Conrad

(Princeton ; and W. al -Qadi Early Islamic State Let-

 .ters: !e Question of Authenticity in ibid
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 See e. g Welch and Pearson ; A. Je%ery and I. Mendelsohn  ( )

 !e Orthography of the Samarqand Qur›an Codex Journal of the

 American Oriental Society 62 (1942): 175 -95; A. Brockett Aspects

 of the Physical Transmission of the Qur›an in the 19th -Century

 Sudan: Script Decoration Binding and Paper Manuscripts of the

Middle East nn. 2 -3

See e. g Wansbrough  ( )
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H. C. von Bothmer Architekturbilderim Koran: EinePrachthand-  ( )

chri' der Umayyadenzeitausdem Yemen Pantheon 45 (1987): 4 -20

( )

 O. Grabar

 !e Umayyad Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem ArsOrientalis 3

(1959): 33 -62; cf. H. Busse Monotheismus und islamischeChristolo-

gie in der Bauinschri' des Felsendoms in Jerusalem !eologisch-

 eQuartalschri" 161 (1981): 168 -78. More recently N. Rabat !e

 Meaning of the Umayyad Dome of the Rock Muqarnas 6 (1989):

 has provided some re"nements and modi"cations to Grabar›s



Max van Berchem

( )

Christel Kessler

interpretation. M. Rosen -Ayalon has cited references in the inscrip-

 tions to angels and to the cycle of Jesus› birth death and resurrection

out of context in support of her interpretation of the building as a rep-

 resentation of paradise (!e Early Islamic Monuments of al -Haram

 al -Sharif: An Iconographic Study [Jerusalem !ese

references are however merely details in clearly antitrinitarian mes-

 ..sages that would be unlikely to put the reader in mind of paradise

 M. van Berchem Jérusalem Haram Materiaux pour un Corpus  ( )

InscriptionumArabicarum pt Memoires de l›Institutfranqaisd›ar

 cheologieorientale Cairo no. 215. Cf.

 Busse Die arabischenInschri'en in und am Felsendom in Jerusalem

 Das Heilige Land cf. 22 -23; Grabar !e Shape of

 .the Holy: Early Islamic Jerusalem (Princeton
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 C. Kessler ‘Abd al -Malik’s Inscription in the Dome of the Rock: A ( )

 Reconsideration” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (1970): 2 -64.

 !e sequence of Qur’anic excerpts is garbled in E. C. Dodd and S.

Khairallah !e Image of the Word: A Study of Qur’anic Verses in Is-

 lamic Architecture (Beirut For the sequence in which

 the inscriptions are intended to be read see S. Blair “What Is the Date

of the Dome of the Rock?” in Bayt al -Maqdis: ‘Abd al -Malik’s Jeru-

 .salem ed. J. Raby and J. Johns (Oxford

Kessler ( )

 see S. Nuseibeh and O. Grabar !e

 Dome of the Rock (New York !e translations of the

 Qur›anic passages are those of M. M. Pickthall with substitution of

. God for Allah and Book for Scripture
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( )

 Pace Busse Inschri'en One example ( )

 is an inscribed stone block dated 10 Jumada II 550/ 11 August 

set into the north wall of the Great Mosque in the town of Cizre (Jazi-

ratibn ‘Umar on the Tigris in southeastern Turkey; for an illustra-

tion see E. Whelan “!e Public Figure: Political Iconography in Me-

 dieval Mesopotamia” (Ph. D. diss Institute of Fine Arts New York

 University "g. 407. Of the eight lines inscribed on it the "rst is

 unreadable. !e second introduces the main theme of the inscription

 the Day of Judgment. Lines 6 -8 include an invocation of blessing for

 the anonymous donor and the date. Lines 3 -5 contain the following

 fragments from the Qur’an run together to express a single coherent

 message: “On the Day when every soul will "nd itself confronted with

 all that it hath done of good. . . ” [the introduction to “On the

 Day when We say unto hell: Art thou "lled? and it saith: Can there

 be more to come?” [50: 30 complete “On the day when the wrong

 -doer gnaweth his hands. . . ” [introduction to “the Day of the

 approaching (doom when the hearts will be choking the throats. . .

 ” [excerpts from Professor Annemarie Schimmel very kindly

 helped in deciphering this inscription. See also A. Welch “Qur’an and

Tomb: !e Religious Epigraphs of Two Early Sultanate Tombs in Del-

 hi ” in Indian Epigraphy: Its Bearing on the History of Art ed. F. M.

 Asher and G. S. Gai (New Delhi Professor Bellamy

 very kindly supplied the reference to Jalal al -Din ‘Abd al -Rahman

 al -Suyuti al -Itqan " ‘ulum al -Qur’an nd ed ed. M. A. Ibrahim

 (n. p. [Cairo? a "'eenth -century work in

 which recitation of the Qur’an out of order and in mixed selection is

generally condemned
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 P. Crone and M. Cook Hagarism: !e Making of the Islamic World ( )

(Cambridge ; n. 18

 .Crone and Cook n. 18 ( )
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 For a complete publication ( )

 and analysis of these plaques and their inscriptions see van Berchem

 . nos. 216 -17
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 For a similar idea H ( )

 developed in a di%erent direction see H. Edwards Text Context

 Architext: !e Qur›an as Architectural Inscription in Brocade of the

 Pen: !e Art of Islamic Writing ed. C. G. Fisher (East Lansing Mich.

 .

( )

Identi"ed by D. S. Powers in !e Empire in Transition: !e Caliph- ( )

 ates of Sulayman ‘Umar and Yazid A. D. 715 -724/ A. H

 !e History of al -Tabari: An Annotated Translation vol. 24 (Albany

 . n. 347

 . ( )



.( )

 !ese passages have been identi"ed by M. Fishbein !e War between ( )

 Brothers: !e Caliphate of Muhammad al -Amin A. D. 809 -813/ A.

 H !e History of al -Tabari: An Annotated Translation
 .vol. 31 (Albany nn. 477 -79
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in Festschri' Ewald Wagner zum 65. Geburtstag vol. 2: Studi-

 enzurarabischenDichtung ed. W. Heinrichs and G. Schoeler (Beirut

 p early Arabic poetry like its counterpart

 Arabic prose. . . tends to reformulate Qur›anic materials more than to

 quote them literally ; idem !e Impact of the Qur›an on the Arabic

 Epistolography of ‘Abd al -Hamid ” in Approaches to the Qur’an ed.

 G. R. Hawting and A. Shareef (London p. 307: “..

 . no one could be a master at drawing from the Qur’an in the manner

 that ‘Abd al -Hamid is without having full control. . . of the text of

 the Qur’an. . . he could appeal to what is familiar to his audience”).

 .Professor van Ess kindly supplied references to al -Qadi’s work

( )



( )  /

( )

( )

 /  /

 .( )  " chapter "

 ed. M. J. de Goeje (Leiden ; ( )

repr. Leiden ; cf. J. Sauvaget La Mosquéeomeyyade de Mé-

 .dine (Paris

For a reconstructed plan of the mosque see Sauvaget  ( )

( )

Bib- -  / - 

liothequenationale Paris MS Ar fol. 32a

 A Neglected Arabic Historian JAOS 

 His sources included IbnZabalah (d Abu›l

 -Qasim al -Muza%ari and al -Ajzi. !e identities of the latter two are

uncertain (Sauvaget C. E. Farah Ibn al

-  .(:  / - ( )

 A. Amin I. al -Abyari and ‘A. Harun (Cairo

; cf. M. Sha' “A Description of the Two Sanc-

 tuaries of Islam by Ibn ‘AbdRabbihi ” in A Volume of Oriental

 Studies Presented to Edward G. Browne on His 60th Birthday ed. T.

 W. Arnold and R. A. Nicholson (Cambridge !ere is

 no evidence that Ibn ‘AbdRabbihi ever le' Spain; cf. W. Werkmeister
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 /

QuellenuntersuchungenzumKitab al -Iqd al -farid des Andalusiers-

 Ibn ‘Abdrabbih: EinBeitragzurarabischenLiteraturgeschichte (Berlin

 It is clear from the details of this report and references

 to the Great Mosque at Cordoba that the informant who traveled to

al -Madinah was also familiar with monuments in Spain. !e ob-

 server described the Black Stone of the Ka‘bah which the Qarmatians

 removed in providing a terminus ante quem for the visit

 .((Sha'

tr. H. Kennedy Al -Man-  :  : ( )

 sur and al -Mahdi: A. D. 763 -786/ A. H !e History of al

 -Tabari: An Annotated Translation vol. 29 (Albany !e

 report was attributed to a descendant of ‘Ali’s brother Ja‘far in the line

of al -Mahdi
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 Materials for the History of the Text of the A

Qur›an: !e Old Codices (Leiden

 .
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 / -25 524 :7 EI2

 /

 Leiden ; 3: 11; ed. Cairo
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 (Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam (Oxford
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 EinfruherBerichtüber den Aufstand von Muhammad b." Nagel T

- ‘AbdallahimJahre 145 H ” Der Islam 46 (1970): 236

Abbott ( )

!e Rise of the North Arabic Script and Its Kur›anic Develop- 

ment with a Full Description of the Kur›an Manuscripts in the Orien-

tal Institute [Chicago n. 83

W. Bjorkman W

Beiträgezur Geschich-

 .(te der StaatskanzleiimislamischenÄgypten [Hamburg

- 
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fol. 32a ( )
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 For example he was one of those said to have lived sixty years in  ( )

 the Jahiliyyah and sixty years under Islam. Al -Tabari Leiden ed

 .2326 -29; Cairo ed ; cf. IbnSa‘d

-  :  : ( )

 /

 " W. G. Millward

 !e Adaptation of Men to !eir Time: An Historical" "

 :( ) Essay by al -Ya‘qubi ” JAOS 
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M. S. Belguedj and Rafael Talmon

 " "

( )

( )

 . - ( )

 M. S. Belguedj La démarche des premiers grammairesarabesdans le ( )

 domaine de la syntaxe Arabica 20 (1973): 168 -85; R. Talmon An

 Eighth -Century Grammatical School in Medina: !e Collection and

Evaluation of the Available Material Bulletin of the School of Orien-

and .tal African Studies 
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 E. Whelan !e Origins of the MihabMujawwaf: A Reinterpretation  ( )

 International Journal of Middle East Studies 18. 2 (1986): 205 -24

 See e. g Abbott pls. II -V ( )
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 For more elaborated versions of these conventions see Whelan  ( )

Writing the Word of God: Some Early Qur›an Copyists and !eir Mi-

 lieux Part I ArsOrientalis 20 (1990): 113 -47

Introduction au Coran R. Blachere ( )

 "

!e Dome of the Rock Revisited: Some Remarks on al -Wasiti›s Ac-

" "count Muqarnas 10 (1993): 70 -71
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" C. E. Bosworth - 

 Raja› ibnHaywa al -Kindi and the Umayyad Caliphs Islamic

 Islamic  " Quarterly and n. 5

 :[  Quarterly
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نقد مفسري الشيعة B باكستان للفخر 
ًالرSزي B نظريته حول مصد.ق أولي اHمر

Uتفسير (انو^ر النجف) و (الكوثر) مثا

أ.د. محمد علي مهدوي راد  
 أ.م.د. روح الله شهيدي                    سيد علي عباس نقوي  

برديس فاراI –جامعة طهران
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