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The Tribe And Its Political Role In Libya
Prof. Dr. Muna Hussein Obaid
Center for Strategic and International Studies/University of Baghdad
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Abstract:

Libya is one of the countries characterized by tribal diversity, as
it exercises an active role in the political process and in political
decision-making because it is capable of embracing individuals and
controlling their political paths. Perhaps this is what made it receive
attention from the monarchy, which relied greatly on the tribe in
managing the affairs of the state and granting many of them
privileges and high positions in the state. However, their negative
use during the era of Muammar Gathafi as a basis for continuing
rule and gaining loyalty to AL- Gathafi was the reason for not
forming an institutional state, even the influence of the tribe was
negatively reflected after the February 2011 revolution, on the
political situation in Libya, as tribal conflicts led to divisions
between the Libyan tribes, specifically between the tribes of the East
and the West, which had an impact in determining the form and path
of the Libyan state.

Keywords: tribe, tribal diversity, monarchy, uprising, political
process.
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