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The Construction of Characters
In Ahmed Saadawi’s Novel
”Frankestein in Baghdad*

Dr. Nawzad Ahmed Aswad
The University of Sulaimaniya/ Iraq

“ Frankestein in Baghdad” is a novel by the Iraqi novelist
Ahmed Saadawi which deals with the critical situation in
Baghdad, where explosions occur on daily basis. Besides, the
political and social conflicts, and sectarian violence have torn
the country apart, since the fall of the former president Saddam
Hussain’s regime in 2003. Especially in 2005 the sectarian
conflicts and daily bombings reached its peak .

One of the main characters of the novel who at the time is a
narrator as well, an lIraqi citizen called Hadi Al-Attak, a
shabby-appearance middle aged binge drinker who lives in
Battaween district in central Baghdad, and makes a living as a
second-hand goods dealer. Hadi Al-Attak witnesses acts of
violence and body parts flying in explosions, to which he
stands powerless and shocked. Al-Attak starts gathering intact
body parts of car explosion victims, sewing them together to
create a perfect body. The body comes to life in the shape of a
monster and vows to take revenge on those criminals who
murdered his body parts.

The novel shares aspects of intertextuality with Mary Shelley’s
“Frankenstein”, which i1s about a student at the German
university of Ingolstadt , called Victor Frankenstein, who
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creates a grotesque creature in a scientific experiment. The
Iragi novelist Ahmed Saadawi has utilized and recreated the
monster story in war-torn Irag during which chaos and violence
prevailed at the time of writing his novel.

The novel contains many characters, some principal, who
narrate the events, and some petty characters. On one hand
there are characters presented by the novelist, on the other hand
there are characters presented by the narrator. In addition, there
are characters who present themselves. In this novel two forms
of narrative have been used; telling and showing. This essay
attempts to study those two forms of narrative in “Frankestein
in Baghdad.”

|I
]
S



N A N N

[E—
o0
[E—



