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Abstract
Life Sciences in the Writings of Al-Asma'i (123-216 A.H.):

A Historical Study of Selected Works

The Arab scientific heritage is full of historical proofs which shed light on the
historical development of science among the Arabs. One of those proofs appears in the great
and honourable role of Al-Asma'i (123-216 A.H.) in many branches of science and
knowledge. Besides being a famous linguist in the Arabic language, he is also recognized and
well-known for his contributions in pure sciences like life sciences (the sciences that include
the study of man, animals, and plants) in which he mentioned descriptions and explanations of
these creatures in high accuracy. Such a feature made him distinguished among his
contemporary scholars.

The scientific information that Al-Asma'i's books contain represent an advanced case
in the field of knowledge when compared with modern sciences. This is because of the
validity of this information despite the lack of research facilities at that time.

His scientific achievements are worthy to be proud of by both Arab and Muslim
scholars as they show his great potentials that he possessed in more than one branch of
science.

As a matter of fact we feel we badly need to revive the mentality that Al-Asma'i’ and
other Arab scholars had who set down the scientific principles to many sciences by virtue of
which Western scholars have reached an advanced level of scientific achievements as we
witness nowadays.
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