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ABSTRACT

This research aims to identify: 1- empathy of street children in relation to variables of: a.
age (9-11), (12-14), (15-17) years old. b.sex (males/females) 2- significance of empathy
differences of street children in relation to variables of: a. age (9-11), (12-14), (15-17) years
old. b. Sex (males/females). To achieve the aims of this research in measuring street chil-
dren empathy and after reviewing the related literature the researchers have decided to use
the empathy measure designed by Bryant(1982) which consists of 14 items describing the
situations that motivate the individual to be empathetic. In front of each item are the grad-
ing alternatives (always, sometimes, and never) and their weights are 3,2,1 respectively.
Verification was made of the validity of its measuring features. After apply the measure to
the research sample of street children at Males Youngster Qualifying House in al-Karada
and Females Young street Qualifying House in al-Adhamiya at ages (9-11),(12-14) and
(15-17) years old (75 males & 69 females). After statistically analyzing the data obtained
from the sample the researchers have come out with these results: 1- street children at
ages(12-14) and (15-17) have empathy. 2- empathy follows a continuous developmental
path and not a staged order with increasing age.3- the empathy developmental path is not
affected by age and sex.
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EMP Read the following sentences. For each sentence, decided if it is like you or
not like you. Please choose the answer that is most true about YOU. Remember
that there are no right or wrong answers.

1. It makes me sad to see a girl who can’t find anyone to play with.

A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

2. I feel sorry for other kids who don’t have toys and clothes.
A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

3. I get upset when I see a girl being hurt.
A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

4. Sometimes I cry when [ watch TV.
A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

5. When I see someone being picked on, I feel kind of sorry for them.
A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

6. I get upset when I see an animal being hurt.

A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

7. 1 feel sorry for people who don’t have the things [ have.
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A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

8. It makes me sad to see a boy who can’t find anyone to play with.

A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

9.1 get upset when I see a boy being hurt.
A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

10. When I see another child who is hurt or upset, I feel sorry for them.
A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

11. I feel sad for other children who are upset.

A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

12. Seeing a girl who is crying makes me feel like crying.

A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

13. I often feel sorry for other children who are sad or in trouble.

A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all

14. I think it is funny that some people cry during a sad movie or.
while reading a sad book.

A lot like you Sort of like you Not like you at all
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