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Criteria employed by Imam Muslim to include in Sahth

Muslim the hadiths transmitted by a specific chain of
narrators: first, Jaafer Bin Suleiman, then, Thabit, and,

finally, Anas Bin Malik
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Abstract:
This research is concerned with collecting and examining the specific hadiths transmitted to Imam Muslim
by a specific chain of narrators: first, Jaafer Bin Suleiman, then, Thabit, and, finally, Anas Bin Malik. The
research aims to: (1) show the criterion used by Imam Muslim to include these particular narrations in
Sahth Muslim, (2) state the critiques to this criterion, (3) explain Imam Muslim’s criteria with regard to
judge the reliability of narrators in his Sahth, and (4) display the rank of Jaafer Bin Suleiman in light of Al-
Jarh wa Al-ta’dil (discrediting and accrediting of Hadith narrators). I applied deductive and inductive
approaches. With respect to the main findings of this research, Imam Muslim had a specific criterion
regarding the specific hadiths transmitted to him by a specific chain of narrators: first, Jaafer Bin Suleiman,
then, Thabit, and, finally, Anas Bin Malik. Also, out of the seven hadiths transmitted by this specific chains
of narrators, five hadiths were included either in the Two Sahihs or in one of them. The current research
recommends that narrators whose hadiths have been criticized in the Two Sahihs be studied and that
academic studies be conducted to illustrate the right status of the Two Sahihs. Key words: criterion,
singularity, Sahth Muslim, Jaafer Bin Suleiman.
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