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The role of professional competence in enabling the internal
auditor to discover financial irregularities
An applied study at the University of Mosul®
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Abstract

This study aims to diagnosis the role of professional competence in enabling
the internal auditor to discover financial irregularities. The study was conducted at
the University of Mosul, where internal auditors were surveyed to collect data. The
study used a quantitative approach including descriptive analytical method. The
quantitative data were collected through interviews with internal auditors through a
checklist. This checklist was used to measure the internal auditors' professional
competence and their ability to discover financial irregularities. The results of the
study showed that professional competence (professional certificates, Education
and scientific qualification, Practical training and development, the auditor's skills)
are significant factors in enabling the internal auditor to discover financial
irregularities. The study found that internal auditors with higher levels of
professional competence were more likely to detect financial irregularities. The
study also found that the internal auditors' knowledge and skills in auditing,
accounting, and finance were essential in enabling them to detect financial
irregularities. In conclusion, this study highlights the importance of professional
competence in enabling the internal auditor to detect financial irregularities. The
study's findings provide valuable insights for institutions in selecting and training
internal auditors to ensure that they possess the necessary knowledge and skills to
perform their duties effectively.

Key words: Professional Competence, Internal Auditor, Financial Irregularities.

(*)The research is extracted from a master's thesis of the first researcher.
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