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The Assyrians in Persia: Their relations with the Russians
1915-1918 (documentary study)

Assist. Prof. Dr. Ali Talib Obaid
Imam Al-Kadhim College (peace be upon him)/
Babylon departments
alsultanyail/803@gmial.com

Abstract

Despite the lack of clarity of the actual reality of the misfortunes and
calamities that the Assyrians in Persia were suffering from since their arrival in
1915 displaced from their areas of residence in Turkish Hekari, their religious
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and secular leader, Mar Shimon Benjamin (the Assyrian patriarch), went to the
Russians, asking them for solutions to the difficult conditions of his masses,
whom he likened Figuratively speaking, they are today (true nomads).

Although disputes and confrontations could be considered at that time as
normal, traditional matters, the masses of the Assyrians were dispersed, expelled
from their original homelands in Hikari, sharpening bread for their daily
sustenance and requesting a roof to protect them from the cold and frost of
winter, and the blows and flames of summer sun.

Despite all this, the Assyrians accepted to go to the battlefields and
participate in them on the condition of preserving the land and the homeland,
and because the general history of the course of the First World War does not
mention the participation of the Assyrians in that war, although they participated
in the forces of the major powers and with a well-known role as a small ally, and
the Assyrians fought with rare courage and valor during A period limited
between (1916-1918), and they took up arms on the side of the Allies, and this
was the beginning of their participation in the fighting on the Russian front,
despite the Russians’ unwillingness before the war to come into contact with the
Ottoman Empire or confront its armies, so the Assyrian-Russian cooperation
was limited and negligible. But the situation changed after the outbreak of the
war, as the Assyrian patriarch, Mar Shimon, tried again to contact the Russians,
considering them to be the protective force for the Christians, at a time when the
Tsarist state of Russia saw itself in need to expand the effectiveness of its forces
on the Ottoman fronts, and those occupied within the Persian lands (the regions
of Urmia and Salamis). However, the entry of the Bolshevik revolution into the
field of politics and the accompanying sudden withdrawal of Russian forces in
Persia had a great impact on the Assyrians.

Key Word: Assyrians, Persia, Russia, Hekari.
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