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Abstract

Since ancient times, the people of Mesopotamia have been curious about
the various phenomena and events occurring around them, such as the behavior
of animals and birds in their environment. They sought someone to interpret
these phenomena and provide explanations for their significance. This is where
the role of the diviner-priest, known as the "bart," came into play. The bar( was
responsible for interpreting these events and ascribing meanings to them,
particularly their impact on the king, the country, and the people.

The animals that intrigued humans were those they observed in their
immediate surroundings, some of which lived alongside them in their homes or
fields. For instance, humans closely observed the movements of birds, dogs,
cats, snakes, cows, and bulls, as they shared the same environment. The diviner-
priests were able to gather information about the behavior of these animals,
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regardless of their species, and provide specific interpretations for each case,
explaining the effects of these occurrences on the king, the country, and the
people.

These divination practices involved various methods, such as examining
the organs of sacrificed animals, studying the flight patterns of birds, or
observing the behavior of other animals. These observations and interpretations
were recorded in cuneiform texts, which formed the basis of the study
mentioned in our master's thesis titled "The bar(i Priest in Light of Published
Cuneiform Texts."

Key Word: Omens, Diviners, Predictions, Bird omens.
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