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The architecture of white temples in the cities of ancient central
and southern Mesopotamia (Uruk - Umm Al-Agarib - Tal Al-
Ugair) A comparative study

Dr. Ameer Najim Abid
College of Archeology/ University of AL-Qadisiyah
Ameer_2000@mail.ru

Abstract

The architecture of temples in ancient Mesopotamia enjoys great
appreciation and attention, as it is the central building in every city, as it is the
house of the gods and the house of the king, being the representative of the gods
to people or his representative on earth, and he is the agent or representative of
the gods on earth to manage the affairs of society and preserve his life and
property. That is why it is up to him to take care of the temples, build them and
restore them. By this, he will gain the approval of the gods and fulfill their
command, given that humans were created to serve the gods, and that the ruler
must be the first to serve them. Therefore, the restoration of a temple or the
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construction of another new one requires a set of rituals, rituals, and religious
works in order to make sure that the desire of the gods for that temple has been
fulfilled on the face. Al-Akmal, and the city whose inhabitants met with this
ritual with the king and priests deserve praise and showering them with rain and
bounties will surely be achieved. Therefore, it is not surprising that the temples
are decorated with various decorations and the most valuable offerings are
given.

Key Word: Architecture, white temples, plaster, planning, decorations,
Uruk, gods, central and southern Mesopotamia, columns,
terraces, Agir, Umm al-Aqgrib, offerings.
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Thorkild. Jacobsen The Assumed Conflict between Sumerians and Semites in
Early Mesopotamian History // American Oriental Society (1939) P. 487
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