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The Penalty of Imprisonment in the Legal Planks
From the KasSite Era (Middle Babylonian Era)

Assist. Prof. Dr. Chiya Fakhri Omar
Technical Institute/Kirkuk / Northern Technical University
cheya@ntu.edu.iq

Abstract

Four legal tablets from the KasSite era, also known as the Middle
Babylonian era, were discovered in Babylon. The tablets' contents provide
evidence of the existence of the prison (bit kili), which is known to have
followed the ruling authority in the cities of Nippur and Babylon, respectively.
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The modern concept of prison as a place for the rehabilitation of criminals is
used in temples and agricultural fiefdoms, but this idea was foreign to the
ancient Near East. The various Mesopotamian laws did not mention
imprisonment in prison except as a guarantee and not as a punishment, for
example in the Mesopotamian Penal Code, for instance, in the event of theft In
the event that slave workers escape, the person responsible for their escape is
jailed for negligence and released with a promise to return the fugitives.

The person is detained with the intention of paying a double fine. Inmates
are motivated to refrain from doing the same sins they did because of the strain
(both psychological and financial), confinement, and shackling they are under.
Atl bt (atd bt kli) is one of the officials who receive allowances from the
temple; that is, this person whose job it was determined was paid by the temple
allowances for guarding the prison, and there is an administrative text that is
thought to be the only evidence from the Middle Babylonian era that mentions
prisoner release. However, we do not know how the prisoners are released. Do
we know whether or not the men on the list received prison sentences for their
crimes? These men were incarcerated after committing crimes, whereas
criminals were often incarcerated throughout legal or administrative
proceedings.

Key Word: The Penalty of Imprisonment, the Legal Planks, the KasSite
Era, Middle Babylonian Era.
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