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Bitumen Uses in Ancient Mesopotamia

Dr. Ahmed Azeez Selman
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Abstract

The Bitumen produced in the sources of Mesopotamia was one of the
important minerals which use diversified due to its many advantages from
ancient times up to the present . The production sources and its locations within
the borders of Mesopotamia are considered among the most important areas of
investment. There are many types of bitumen, each of which has its own use.
The old Iragi bitumen was distinguished from other types which produced
outside Mesopotamia, according to the results of scientific research, by
containing multiple chemical substances that helped it to have an effective
property against moisture, salts, and other natural influences. Throughout
periods, mesopotamia inhabitants had complete knowledge, gained through
practical experience, of the stages of preparing bitumen and knowledge of the
temperature of each type, and this was proven by the various results of
archaeological excavations and specialized studies in this field.
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