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Abstract
Decision Making in the Light of University
Students' Cognitive Representation of Information

The present study aims at highlighting the ability of decision making according to the
university students' cognitive representation of information and sex. To achieve this, the
researcher has adopted Ibrahim's (2004) scale to measure the decision making ability after
realizing its truthfulness and reliability, ensuring its relevance to the study subjects, and
seeking the referees' approval. Also, Mohammed's (2006) scale was adopted to measure the
cognitive representation of information proficiency after finding out the psychometric features
and ensuring its relevance. 300 fourth-year students (males and females) were randomly
chosen from the colleges of Al-Qadisiya University for the academic year 2008-2009. It was
found that there were statistically significant differences in the decision making ability in the
light of the student's cognitive representation in favour of the high cognitive representation. In
addition, it was found that there were significant differences according to the sex variable in
favour of the males. The study has come up with some suggestions and recommendations,
like enabling students in developing their decision making ability in accordance with the
cognitive representation, and the need for conducting educational and practical studies that
concern the variables which are important in develfling the decision making ability and the
cognitive representation of information efficiency.
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