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Abstract

This research deals with linguistic compounds in the book of
Lamentations (Jeremiah). Compounding is the process of creating a new
connotation out of semantic units that differ from the resulting
connotation, or makes a part of it. Compounding is one process
employed to compensate for linguistic deficiency; that is, a language
sometimes does not contain a specific denotation that a writer needs to
express, so the writer resorts to compounding to fill this gap in the
language. Sometimes the writer resorts to rhetorical devices to express
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images drawn to the reader, that reveal the purpose of his discourse and
his point of view, where the purpose is to gain sympathy and attract
attention. Compounds may be any of additional compounds, descriptive
compounds, descriptive-additional compounds, predicative compounds,
dependent compounds, mixed compound, numerical compounds, as well
as the verb compound).

The compound follows two methods in the installation of semantic
units: the first method, called endocentric, consists of two or more
semantic units while maintaining the meaning of the compound
elements. The second method is exocentric compound, which is the
merging of two or more semantic units to give a new meaning that
differs from the meaning of the two element-parts of the compound.
Comparing these compounds with those in the Syriac translation of The
Old Testament (called Bishitta) shows the congruence and difference
between the two texts. The research concluded that the Syriac translator
tried as much as possible to preserve the sanctity of the text. Therefore,
he followed the same style of compounds, except that he made a
difference in terms of lexical parts of the compound, which sometimes
coincided and some other times they differed; still, the meaning is
complete.

Key Word: compounds, type of compounds, lamentations of Jeremiah,
Hebrew, Syriac.
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