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From the popular heritage of the Jews of Iraq
Proverbs of the Jews of Baghdad

Prof. Dr. Sattar Abdulhasan Jabbar
College of Archaeology/University of Al-Qadisiyah
sattar.jabbar@qu.edu.iq

Abstract

Popular proverbs and sayings are among the most important and
deserving of study in popular studies, because they are among the most
frequently discussed elements in daily life for the individual and society, as
hardly a day goes by for a person without hearing one or more proverbs about it
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on a specific occasion, as it is not hidden from the student that Proverbs have
been developed to deal with most of the affairs of life, and the popular proverb
is of great importance in various scientific studies, as the proverb is linked to
many matters of interest to scholars, such as the general or private history of a
particular region, as well as the geographical elements of this region, and the
proverb is often exposed to religious beliefs. And even the superstition that the
people of the region believe in, as the proverb speaks of the widespread customs
and traditions, as well as an explanation of many of the prevailing popular
events.

The study of the proverbs of the Jews of Baghdad is of great importance
in shedding light on an important element of the cultural heritage of the Jews in
Irag, their social and cultural life and their relations with the rest of the
Baghdadi society, which embodies the identity of the Baghdadi Jewish civil
society, in addition to what this study contains of useful experiences and
wisdom. Numerous experiences and values that we need in directing the
behavior of the individual and the group, because of their moral, artistic and
human characteristics that increase their impact and effectiveness, and enrich
them with many values.

Here we will mention the most important proverbs that the Jews of
Baghdad used in their daily lives, and they are not far from the Baghdadi
proverbs. We note the clarity of some of the linguistic phenomena that
characterized the language of the Jews of Baghdad, the most important of which
are: the pronunciation of the letter (Ra), which is pronounced like the letter
(Ghain).

Key Word: Jews of Iraq, Jews of Baghdad, popular heritage, Proverbs.
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