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Abstract

British documents. which were written by political rul-
ers or their assistants in all regions of Iraq. are considered
the original and important sources for the study of history.
Therefore. the British annual report for 1917 AD is an im-
portant guide for writing about an important and sensitive
phase of contemporary Iraqi history. as it touched on im-
portant details not touched upon by researchers about the
British occupation areas at that time.

The report. written by the political ruler (Captain Bal-
four) of Shamiyah District (Liwa’a Al-Shamiyah). high-
lighted the administrative stages that Shamiyah passed
through after the withdrawal of the Ottoman administra-
tion. These stages are shown by the stage of autonomy. the
stage of government agents. and then the last stage. which
is the stage of political rulers. which signifies the final
stage of direct British rule for the Shamiyah. The report
examined the most important problems that faced the oc-
cupation authorities in Najaf. portrayed by the Anza inci-
dent and its repercussions. which were represented by the
spread of these disturbances to both Kufa and Abu Skhair.

The report clarified the economic conditions of the
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Al-Shamiyah District. especially the economic aspects
demonstrated by agriculture. irrigation. and land incomes.
The most important measures taken by the occupation
authorities were to increase the agricultural production
of the district. and secure food supplies for its forces at
a stage characterized by the occurrence of a serious food
crisis that almost led to famine in the country. Also. it dis-
cussed the security aspect of the region. represented by the
police service. which the report described as incompetent.
and how many cases in the region were decided by Sharia
law in Najaf.

Keywords: Al-Shamiyah. political ruler. Captain F. C. C.
Balfour. British report
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(1) Report of administration. Baghdad wilayet 1917. p 143.
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(1) Report of administration. Baghdad wilayet 1917. p 143.
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(4) Report of administration. Baghdad wilayet 1917. p 143.
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(4) Report of administration. Baghdad wilayet 1917. p 144.
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