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Research Summary:

The common and accepted marriage among the vast majority of Arabs before Islam was a marriage based on
engagement, dowry, offer and acceptance, meaning that a man would propose to a man his daughter or his female
guardian and specify her dowry, then conclude the marriage contract. The Quraysh and most of the Arab tribes
followed this method of marriage, due to their great interest in lineage and their preservation of it. This is the
marriage that Islam approved. The Arabs in the pre-Islamic era did not approve of marriage or recognize its
legitimacy if a dowry was not paid. Any marriage that violated this was considered to be a sin, fornication and
adultery, because the dowry was, to them, a sign of a woman’s honor and that she was free, chaste and had full
rights. They saw this marriage as moral nobility, and they saw anything that violated it as meanness and a cause
for shame. Badal marriage (shighar marriage) is an ancient social tradition that is believed to strengthen and
solidify family relationships, preserve family customs and traditions, and most importantly, preserve wealth or
inheritance within the family atmosphere. Badal marriage is famous among Bedouin and rural families and has
extended to small families to preserve their roots. Therefore, we advise everyone and warn parents against forcing
their children, males and females, into badal marriage, and not to link the fate of the first family to the fate of the
second family, and not to automatically transfer problems and disputes from the first to the second
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