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Abstract

The governor, Midhat Pasha, established a construction
department (Nafi’a) that supervised roads and bridges
in the province of Baghdad. However, it was cancelled in
1872, and replaced by municipality department to prepare
bridge maps and construction (1906-1872). In 1906, the
Ottoman government commissioned an engineer for lead-
ing the construction department in the state, and creat-
ed a special committee (which was affiliated with the local
administration) which took the responsibility to construct
bridges.

There were many bridges in Diwaniyah district that
provided services to people, such as the Diwaniyah Bridge
which was built in the center of the Diwaniyah district
in 1818, and was renovated several times during the last
Ottoman era. There was also the Hillah Bridge that was
mentioned in many journeys. This bridge got worn out and
required renovation, as this negatively affected the econ-
omy of the district, especially the transportation of crops
to to Baghdad. Therefore, the governor, Namiq Basha
Al-Sagheer, ordered the construction of the Battah Bridge
in 1900. He also asked to construct the Shamiyah Bridge
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when he visited the district in 1899 to facilitate the cross-
ing clans, agricultural crops, and animals from one bank
to the other. The bridge income would benefit the con-
struction of schools and the reconstruction of the district.
It was opened in 1900. There was also Alsamawah bridge.
For bridges in the sub-district, the significant one was Al-
dagharah bridge built in 1899 as a result of Namiq Basha
Al-Sagheer’s leading of the agricultural and construction-
al development. He ordered the construction of Alshan-
nafiyah bridge in 190 to secure people transportation, and
to benefit from its income for the construction of primary
schools in the district.

Keywords: Al Diwaniyah district, bridges, construction de-

partment (Nafi’a), construction and renovation
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