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Fa‘lan and Fai‘ul in Semitic
Languages
A comparative morphological

semantic study
ABSTRACT

Faflan and Faifal are two structures of Arab speech that
have received the attention of Arab linguists and orientalists
alike in addition of being one of the common structures in
Semitic languages. (Fa‘liin) indicates the diminutive in the
Semitic languages in Semitic for example: (Bariina)
meaning (son). It was mentioned a lot in the names of the
figures in the first Islamic centuries, such as: Harthiin,
Hafsin, Ibn Haldian, specifically among the Arabs of
Andalusia. Ibn Jarir al-Tabari mentioned (d. 310 AH) in his
interpretation that (Sam¢iin) - which is a Hebrew name - as if
it is based on the weight of (Fa‘lin), and Abu Al-Ala Al-
Maari stated that it is not Arabic at all, which prompted
Arabic scholars to trace the missing items from Sibawayh’s
book and to correct it, and from them they did, and they
mentioned examples such as: Zaitiin and Maistn. However,
the linguistic and historical extrapolation of these words
supports that the meanings of Zaitiin, Maistin, Jaihtin and
Jairiin - and other names - are not the weight of a verb, but
rather the weight of a fai‘al; Because a verb was not known
in the speech of the ancient Arabs, or they seldom built a
name on a verb, or it is strange in the Arabic system, not to
mention that it is a construction that did not settle in the
speech of the Arabs. The names of the flags, and that some of
the Arab tribes of Hejaz and Najd - at the present time - in
the Arabian Peninsula still speak with weight and depend in
their language such as: Saidar, Haimal, Al-faitam, and Al-
fairin, and thus the meaning of (Faifal) varied in
exaggeration, diminutive, adjective and plural in the Arabic
language.
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A Dictionary of Country Names and Places Astjam: Abu Obaid Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz
bin Muhammad Al-Bakri Al-Andalusi (d. 487 AH), World of Books, Beirut, 3rd Edition,
1403 AH.
A Dictionary of Language Standards: Abu Al-Hussein Ahmed bin Faris (d. 395 AH)
Investigation: Abdul Salam Muhammad Harun, Dar Al-Fikr, 1399 AH - 1979 AD.
aldiybaj almadhhab fi maerifat 'aeyan eulama' almadhhabi:: Ibn Farhun, Ibrahim bin Ali
bin Muhammad (d. 799 AH) achieved by: Dr. Muhammad Al-Ahmadi Abu Al-Nour, Dar
Al-Turath - Cairo.
Alert on explaining the problems of Al hamasa: Abu Al-Fath Othman bin Jinni (d. 392
AH) Investigation: Prof. Dr. Hassan Mahmoud Al-Hindawi, Ministry of Endowments and
Religious Affairs in the State of Kuwait, 1, 1430 AH - 2009 AD.
Al-Kanash in grammar and morphology: Abu Al-Fida Imad Al-Din Ismail bin Ali, owner
of Hama (d. 732 AH), study and investigation: Dr. Riyad bin Hassan Al-Khawam, Al-
Asriya Library, Beirut - Lebanon, 2000 AD.
Alkhasayis: Abu Al-Fath Othman bin Jinni (d. 392 AH) Investigation: Dr. Muhammad
Ali Al-Najjar, House of Egyptian Books - Scientific Library.
Al-Khazal and Al-Daal between Al-Dur, Al-Darat and Al-Dirah: Abu Abdullah Yaqut
Al-Hamawi (T. 626 AH) Investigation: Yahya Zakaria Abbara and Muhammad Adib
Jamran, Publications of the Ministry of Culture in the Syrian Arab Republic, Damascus,
1998 AD.
ALLaamia’ie Al-Azizi Explanation of Al-Mutanabbi’s Diwan: Abu Al-Ala Ahmed bin
Abdullah Al-Maari (d. 449 AH) Investigation: Muhammad Saeed Al-Mawlawi, King
Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies, 1, 1429 AH - 2008 AD.
almagasid alshaafia fi sharh alkhulasat alkafia (Explanation of Alfiya Ibn Malik): Abu
Ishag Ibrahim bin Musa Al-Shatibi (died 790 AH) investigation: a group of investigators,
the Institute of Scientific Research and the Revival of Islamic Heritage at Umm Al-Qura
University - Makkah Al-Mukarramah, 1, 1428 AH - 2007AD.
almasayil aleadadiaat: Abu Ali al-Hasan bin Ahmed al-Farsi (d. 377 AH) investigation:
Dr. Ali Jaber Al-Mansoori, The World of Books, The Arab Renaissance Library - Beirut,
1, 1406 AH _ 1986 AD.
Almuhkam and Almuhit: Abu Al-Hassan Ali bin Ismail bin Saydah (d. 458 AH)
Investigation: Abdul Hamid Hindawi, Dar Al-Kutub Al-llmia - Beirut, 1, 1421 AH - 2000
AD.
Al-Mummti’ in Al-Tasrif: Abu Al-Hasan Ali Bin Mumin Bin Muhammad Al-Ishbili,
known as Ibn Asfour (d. 669 AH), investigation: Dr. Fakhr Al-Din Qabawah, Dar Al-
Maarifa, Beirut - Lebanon, 1, 1996 AD.
Al-Munsef (Explanation of the Book of Al-Tasrif by Abu Othman Al-Maziny): Abu Al-
Fath Othman bin Jani (d. 392 AH), House of Revival of Heritage, 1, 1373 AH - 1954 AD.
almugtadab: Abu al-Abbas Muhammad bin Yazid al-Mubarrad (d. 285 AH) investigation:
Muhammad Abd al-Khalig Azimah, the world of books - Beirut.
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Al-Qalb wa Al-IBdal: Ibn Al-Skeet (d. 244 AH) investigated by: August Hefner in (The
Linguistic Treasure in the Arabic Language), The Catholic Press, Beirut, 1903.

Al-Rawd Al-Anf in Explanation of the Biography of the Prophet by Ibn Hisham: Abu Al-
Qasim Abdul Rahman bin Abdullah bin Ahmed Al-Suhaili (d. 581 AH) investigation:
Omar Abdel Salam Al-Salami, House of Revival of Arab Heritage, Beirut, 1, 1421 AH -
2000 AD.

Al-Sabban’s footnote on the Ashmouni explanation of Ibn Malik’s millennium: Abu Al-
Irfan Muhammad bin Ali Al-Sabban (d. 1206 AH), Dar al-Kutub al-limiyya, Beirut -
Lebanon, 1, 1417 AH - 1997 AD.

Al-Sahah Taj Al-Lughah wa Sahah Al-Arabiya, Abu Nasr Ismail bin Hammad Al-
Jawhari (d. 393 AH), investigation: Ahmed Abdel Ghafour Attar, Dar Al-1Im for Millions
- Beirut, 4th edition, 1407 AH - 1987 AD.

Altakmilat walthayl walsila: Al-Hassan bin Muhammad bin Al-Hassan Al-Saghani (d.
650 AH) investigation: Muhammad Abu Al-Fadl Ibrahim, Dar Al-Kutub Press - Cairo,
1979 AD.

Altawshih sharh aljamie alsahih: Abd al-Rahman bin Abi Bakr, Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (d.
911 AH), investigation: Radwan, Radwan Mosque, Al-Rushd Library - Riyadh, 1, 1419
AH - 1998 AD.

Al-Walid's absurdity in speaking on the poetry of Abu Ubadah Al-Waleed bin Obaid Al-
Buhtari: Abu Al-Ala Ahmed bin Abdullah Al-Maari (d. 449 AH) Investigation: Nadia Ali
Al-Dawla, United Distribution Company, Egypt - Cairo, 1978 AD.

Ambient Dictionary: Majd Al-Din Abu Taher Muhammad bin Yaqoub Al-Fayrouzabadi
(d. 817 AH), Al-Resala Foundation, Beirut - Lebanon, 8th edition, 1426 AH - 2005 AD.
Ancient Arabic dialects in western Arabia: Chim Rabin, translated by: Dr. Abdul Karim
Mujahid, The Arab Foundation - Lebanon, Dar Al-Fares - Jordan, 1, 2002.

Ancient Palmyrene inscriptions: Dr. Ahmed Saqr, Publications of the General Book
Authority, Ministry of Culture, Damascus, 2009.

Ancient Semitic Civilizations: Sebastino Moscati, translated by: Mr. Yagoub Bakr, Arab
Book House for Printing and Publishing, Cairo. (D.T, D.T).

Arab al'aelam (a sociolinguistic study): Dr. Ibrahim Al-Samarrai, The National Library in
Baghdad, Asaad Press, Baghdad, 1964.

Arabized from foreign speech: Abu Mansour Al-Jawaligi (d. 450 AH) investigation: Dr.
F. Abd al-Rahim, Dar al-Qalam - Damascus, 1, 1410 AH - 1990 AD.

Classical Arabic: A Study in Linguistic Structure: Henry Fleisch, Arabization and
Investigation: Dr. Abdel-Sabour Shaheen, Dar Al-Mashreq, Beirut, 2nd edition, 1983.
Comparative Jurisprudence of Arabic Languages: Dr. Khaled Ismail, Al-Burouj Library,
Irbid, 2000 AD. Dr. T.

Comparative Philology: Dr. Ibrahim Al-Samarrai, House of Science for Millions, Beirut,
3rd Edition, 1983.

Completeness in the interpretation of the poems of Hudhayl (which Abu Saeed Al-
Sukkari neglected): Abu Al-Fath Othman bin Jani (d. 392 AH), investigation. Ahmed
Naji Al-Qaisi, Khadija Abdul-Raziq Al-Hadithi, Ahmed Matlab, Al-Ani Press - Baghdad,
1, 1381 AH - 1962 AD.
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Contemporary Arabic Dictionary: Dr. Ahmed Mukhtar Abdel Hamid Omar, World of
Books, 1, 1429 AH - 2008 AD.

Correcting Sibawayh in the Book of Buildings: Abu Bakr Muhammad bin Al-Hassan Al-
Zubaidi (d. 379 AH) Investigation: Ignatius Juweidi, printed in Rome in the year 1890
AD.

Derivation of the Names of God: Abu al-Qasim Abd al-Rahman ibn Ishaq al-Zajji (d. 337
AH) investigated by: Dr. Abdul-Hussein Al-Mubarak, Al-Resala Foundation, 1406 A.H. -
1986 A.D.

Dictionary of Countries: Shihab al-Din Abu Abdullah Yaqut bin Abdullah al-Roumi al-
Hamawi (d. 626 AH), Dar Sader, Beirut, 2, 1397 AH - 1977 AD.

Diwan Al-Harith bin Helza Al-Yashkari: Made by: Marwan Al-Attiyah, Dar Al-Imam Al-
Nawawi (Damascus), Dar Al-Hijrah (Damascus - Beirut), i. 1415 AH - 1994 AD.

Diwan of Literature Dictionary: Abu Ibrahim Ishaq bin Ibrahim bin Al-Hussein Al-Farabi
(d. 350 AH) Investigation: Dr. Ahmed Mukhtar Omar, Dar Al-Shaab Foundation, Cairo,
1424 AH - 2003 AD.

Explanation of Sibawayh's book: Abu Saeed Al-Sirafi Al-Hassan bin Abdullah bin Al-
Marzban (d. 368 AH), investigation: Ahmed Hassan, Dar Al-Kutub Al-lImia, Beirut -
Lebanon, 1, 2008 AD.

Extending the Dictionary (Arabic - English Dictionary): Edward Lynn William, London,
1867.

Functional meanings of the word form in structure / a study in semantics: Assem Shehaza
Ali, Journal of Human and Social Sciences Studies, Vol. 35, No. 3, 2008.

Genealogy: Abu Saad Abd al-Karim Ibn Muhammad Ibn Mansour al-Samani (d. 562 AH)
Investigated by: Abd al-Rahman Ibn Yahya al-Moalimi and others, Council of the
Ottoman Encyclopedia, Hyderabad, 1, 1382 AH - 1962 AD.

General Reflections on Arabic Dialects: c. Fantino, Journal of the Arab Scientific
Academy in Damascus, Part (3), Volume (16), 1356 AH - 1937 AD.

Historical linguistic development: Dr. lbrahim Al-Samarrai, Dar Al-Andalus, Beirut -
Lebanon, 2nd floor, 1401 AH - 1981 AD.

History of Damascus: Abu Al-Qasim Ali bin Al-Hassan bin Heba Allah, known as Ibn
Asaker (d. 571 AH), investigation: Amr bin Gharamah Al-Amroy, Dar Al-Fikr, 1415 AH
- 1995 AD.

History of the Grammatical Scholars of Basra and Kufic: Abu al-Mahasin al-Mufaddal
ibn Muhammad ibn Masar al-Tanukhi al-Ma’arri (d. 442 AH) achieved by: Dr. Abdel-
Fattah Muhammad Al-Helou, Dar Hajar, Cairo, 2nd floor, 1412 AH - 1992 AD.
Interpretation of the Ocean: Abu Hayyan Muhammad bin Yusuf Al-Andalusi (died 745
AH), investigation: Sidgi Muhammad Jamil, Dar Al-Fikr - Beirut, 1420 AH.

Islamic History Terminology in Arabic (Applied Linguistic Study in Lexicography and
Terminology): a. Dr.. Khaled Fahmy, Dar Al-Bashir for Culture and Science, Cairo, 1,
1440 AH - 2018 AD.

jamharat allugha: Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Duraid al-Azdi (d. 321 AH),
investigation: Ramzi Munir Baalbaki, Dar al-1lm for Millions - Beirut, 1, 1987 AD.
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Language Body Dictionary: Ahmad Reda, Dar Al-Hayat Library - Beirut, 1378 AH -
1959 AD.

Lisan Al-Arab: Muhammad bin Makram bin Ali, Ibn Manzur (d. 711 AH), Dar Sader -
Beirut, 3rd edition, 1414 AH.

Literary lectures in geography, history and language among the Arabs: Ignatius Guedi,
The Journal of the Egyptian University.

ma yansarif wama la yansarif : Abu Ishaq Al-Zajjaj (d. 311 AH) investigated by: Huda
Mahmoud Qara'a, the Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs, Cairo, 1391 AH - 1971 AD.
Matlae al'anwar wanuzhat albasayir wal'absar: Abu Abdullah bin Askar Al-Malgi (died
after 639 AH) Investigation: Dr. Abdullah Al-Murabit Al-Taraghi, Dar Al-Gharb Al-
Islami, Beirut - Lebanon, 1, 1420 AH - 1999 AD.

Minimization of the Arabic proper names (an original study in the light of comparative
Semitic linguistics): Dr. Omar Saber Abdel Jalil, Journal of Language Sciences, Dar
Gharib, Cairo, Volume (1), Number (1) in 1998 AD.

Mountains, Places and Water: Abu al-Qasim Jarallah Mahmoud bin Amr al-Zamakhshari
(d. 538 AH) Investigation: Dr. Ahmed Abdel-Tawab Awad, Dar Al-Fadila, Cairo, 1319
AH - 1999 AD.

Mukhtar Tadhkirah Abi Ali Al-Farsi and its refinement: Abu Al-Fath bin Othman bin
Jinni (d. 392 AH) investigation: Dr. Hussein Ahmed Bu Abbas, King Faisal Center for
Research and Islamic Studies, Riyadh, 1, 1431 AH - 2010 AD.

Names of Jerusalem Villages, Semantic Linguistic Study: Nasser Al-Din Abu Khdeir,
Journal of the Union of Arab Universities for Literature, Volume (13) No. (2) 2016.
Opposites: Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Qasim Al-Anbari (d. 328 AH), investigation:
Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim, Al-Asriya Library, Beirut - Lebanon, 1407 AH -
1987AD.

Origins in Grammar: Abu Bakr Muhammad bin Al-Sirri bin Sahl Al-Nahwi, known as
Ibn Al-Siraj (d. 316 AH), investigation: Abdul-Hussein Al-Fatli, Al-Risala Foundation,
Lebanon - Beirut.

Philosophy of Language and the Secret of Arabic: Abu Mansour Abdul Malik bin
Muhammad bin Ismail Al-Thaalbi (d. 429 AH) Investigation: Abdul Razzaq Al-Mahdi,
Reviving the Arab Heritage, 1,1422 AH- 2002 AD.

Plants in the mountains of Sarat and Hijaz: Dr. Ahmed Eid Qashash, Al Sarawat, Medina,
1, 1427 AH.

Poetry: Abu Ali Al-Hassan Bin Ahmed Al-Farsi (d. 377 AH) Investigation: Dr. Mahmoud
Muhammad Al-Tanahi, Al-Khanji Library, Cairo - Egypt, 1, 1408 AH - 1988 AD.

Proper names in Semitic languages: d. Anu Littman, Journal of the Faculty of Arts, Fouad
| University Press, Volume Ten, Part Two, December 1948 AD.

Reform of Logic: Ibn al-Skeet, Abu Yusuf Yagoub bin Ishaq (d. 244 AH) investigation:
Muhammad Mereb, House of Revival of Heritage 6. Arab, 1, 1423 AH - 2002 AD.

Shams aleulum: Nashwan bin Saeed Al-Himyari (d. 573 AH) investigated by: Dr.
Hussein bin Abdullah Al-Omari, House of Contemporary Thought (Beirut - Lebanon),
Dar Al-Fikr (Damascus - Syria), 1, 1420 AH - 1999 AD.
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Sharh abiat aljuaml: Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Al-Sayed Al-Batusi (d. 521 AH),
study and investigation: Abdullah Al-Nasir, Dar Alaa Al-Din Publications, Damascus -
Syria, 1, 2000 AD.

Sharh alkafiat alshaafia: Jamal Al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Malik
(T.672 AH) Investigation: Abdel Moneim Ahmed Haridi, Umm Al-Qura University,
Center for Scientific Research and Revival of Islamic Heritage, 1, 1402 AH - 1982 AD.
Sharh altasrih ealaa altawdih 'aw altasrih bimadmun altawdih fi alnahw: Khaled bin
Abdullah Al-Azhari (d. 905 AH) House of Scientific Books - Beirut - Lebanon, 1, 1421
AH - 2000 AD.

Sharh of Shafia Ibn al-Hajib: Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Radhi al-Istrabadi (d. 686 AH)
investigation: Muhammad Nour al-Hasan, Muhammad al-Zafzaf, Muhammad Muhyi al-
Din Abd al-Hamid, Dar al-Kutub al-l1imiyya, Beirut - Lebanon, 1395 AH - 1975 AD.

sir sinaeat al'iierab: Abu Al-Fath Othman bin Jinni (d. 392 AH) Investigation: Dr. Hassan
Al-Hindawi, Dar Al-Qalam _ Damascus, 3rd Edition, 1413 AH _ 1992 AD.

Studies in the Syriac and Arabic Languages: Dr. Ibrahim Al-Samarrai, Dar Al-Jeel _
Beirut, Al-Muhtaseb Library _ Amman, 1, 1405 AH _ 1985 AD.

Syriac - Arabic (Roots and Extension): Samir Abdo, Dar Alaa EI-Din Publications, 2nd
Edition, 2002 AD.

Syriac Words in Arabic Dictionaries: Patriarch Mara Ignatius Ephrem 1, Journal of the
Arab Scientific Academy in Damascus, Volume 4, AD 24, 1368 AH - 1949 AD.

Tafsir al-Tabari (Jami al-Bayan on Interpretation of the Verse of the Qur’an): Abu Jaafar
Muhammad bin Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 AH) investigation: Dr. Abdullah bin Abdul
Mohsen al-Turki, Dar Hajar, 1422 AH - 2001 AD.

Tafsir al-Thalabi (The Reveal and Explanation of the Interpretation of the Qur’an): Abu
Ishag Ahmed bin Ibrahim al-Thalabi (d. 427 AH) investigation: Imam Abi Muhammad
bin Ashour, House of Revival of Arab Heritage, Beirut - Lebanon, 1, 1422 AH - 2002
AD.

Tahdhib allugha: Abu Mansour Muhammad bin Ahmed bin Al-Azhari (d. 370 AH),
investigation. Muhammad Awad Marei, House of Revival of Arab Heritage - Beirut, 1,
2001 AD.

Taj Alearus min Jawahir Algamus: Muhammad Murtada Al-Husseini Al-Zubaidi
Investigation: A group of specialists, the Ministry of Guidance and News in Kuwait - The
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters in the State of Kuwait, 2001 AD.

The Book of Nairuz: Abu Al-Hussein Ahmed bin Faris (d. 395 AH) within (Anecdotes of
Manuscripts), edited by Dr. Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun, Mustafa al-Halabi Press,
Egypt, 2, 1393 AH-1973AD.

The Book of Poems of Enthusiasm by Abu Tammam al-Ta’i, with the explanation of
Imam Abu Zakaria Yahya bin Ali al-Khatib al-Tabrizi, investigated by: Georg Wilhelm
Frigg, printed in the city of Ben in the year 1828 AD.

The grammatical development of the Arabic language: Bergstrasseer, translated by: Dr.
Ramadan Abdel-Tawab, Al-Khanji Library, Cairo, 2003.

The Message of Angels: Abu Al-Ala Ahmed bin Abdullah Al-Maari (d. 449 AH)
Investigation: Muhammad Salim al-Jundi, Dar Sader - Beirut, 1412 AH - 1992 AD.
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The Sibawayh Book: Abu Bishr Amr bin Othman bin Qanbar Sibawayh (d. 180 AH),
investigation: Abdul Salam Muhammad Harun, Al-Khanji Library, Cairo, 3rd edition,
1408 AH - 1988 AD.

The tongue and the human being are an introduction to the knowledge of language: Dr.
Hassan Zaza, Dar al-Qalam - Damascus, Dar al-Shamiya - Beirut, 2nd Edition, 1410 AH -
1990 AD.

Travel to the conference: Dr. Ahmed Zaki Pasha, Hindawi Foundation for Education and
Culture, Cairo, 2nd Edition.

What is not settled in the words of the Arabs (rooting and study according to Ibn Asfour
Al-Ashbeli): Dr. Badr bin Muhammad bin Abbad Al-Jabri, Journal of Arab Sciences,
Issue 33, Shawwal 1435 AH.
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» Die Altarabischen Frauennamen,Von Dr. Gratzl, Emil, Leipzig, 1906.

» Sudarabisches Beitrage zur Dialektologie des Arabischen,Von Dr. Georg
Kampfftaieyer, Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft Bd. 54
(1900).

> Semitic Languages Outline of A Comparative Grammar, by Edward Lipinski,

Uitgeverij Peeters en Department Oosterse Studies ,Leuven,1999.

» Zwei seltenere arabische Nominalbildungen (gaitul And qattul), Von Enno Littman,
Zeitschrift fur Semitistik und verwandte Gebiete Bd. 4 (1926).

» Aufsatze und Abhandlungen arabistisch-semitologischen Inhalts Von Dr. Fritz
Hommel, Miinchen, 1892

» Clues to How a Nabataean May have Spoken, from a Hismaic , Inscription M.C.A.
Macdonald (Journal of Semitic Studies Supplement, 41) Oxford University Press,
2018

» Langue des Bedouins Anazeh, Texte Arabe, le comte Carlo de Landberg, Cl-devanet.
j.brill — LEIDE. 1919.
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