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Citizenship and Globalization

Assist Prof Dr yassen .M. Al-Eythawe
The terrain of citizenship is changing in response to global
forces and bringing in its wake new governance demands.
Globalization creates new opportunities for co-operation on an
international scale at the same time as it poses extraordinary
challenges to established forms of solidarity and social protection.
Can the polarizing, disintegrating effects of globalization be offset
through new approaches, developed at an international level, that
reaffirm the basic political, social and economic rights of all
people.
Educational institutions exist to achieve public purposes. One
of those purposes is to develop citizenship. In the twenty-first
century citizenship includes global citizenship. In an era of
Globalization effective citizenship includes the knowledge, ability
and disposition to engage peacefully and constructively across
cultural differences for purposes of addressing personal and
collective needs and of achieving sustainable human-environmental
interactions, this requires internalizing Global Values. A universal
commitment to global values, including to universal human rights
and tolerance will be essential to prevent the civilizational conflict
predicted by Samuel Huntington.
Addressing these challenges of globalization will require
making citizenship education and the development of global values
an explicit objective of efforts to improve quality throughout the
world, critically examining theories and evidence about the
effectiveness of various approaches to developing citizenship and
global citizenship and supporting activities aligned with this public
purpose. This public purpose should support the development of a
political culture that fosters the rule of national and international
law and respect of human rights, the development of understanding
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to support trade and economic and peaceful bilateral and
international diplomacy as the preferred means to solve
international disputes, the development of the capability to
understand and address the serious environmental challenges facing
humanity and to collaborate across national boundaries in the
creation of sustainable forms of human-environmental interactions
and in the development of the skills to promote rationality in
deliberation and action, and to advance science and technology as
means to improve human health and well being. At present,
however, many education systems and reforms are insufficiently
focused on quality, or focus instead on a very narrow and self-

referenced definition of quality.
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