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Worship of The God %Istaran
in Ancient lraqg

Assist. Prof. Shaimaa Salah Ahmed
College of Arts / University of Baghdad
shaimaasalah@coart.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Abstract

The Religion has occupied a wide area in ancient human thought , Since
prehistoric times, for reasons raising from the nature of human formation , Who
relied on religion in understanding and interpreting life, until religious concepts
and values became the cornerstone of his long career.

Therefore, the inhabitants of ancient Iraq resorted to worshiping a large
group of gods « That embodies various cosmic and natural forces. So , Long lists

of their names and places of worship and symbols have reached us . each of

them is concerned with a natural aspect, or a life issue, or a general phenomenon
, Some of them were symbolized by certain animals, and they were described
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with the characteristics of those animals such as strength, courage, persistence,
and others.

Among these deities that the ancient Iragis worshiped and made vows and
sacrifices to them, is the god Ishtaran or Satran, which is the god of determining
boundaries and fixing them to the ancient Iraqgis , he is the guardian deity of the
city of Der (the modern name of Badra).

He was called with this epithet, because it interfered with the struggle of
resolving the border dispute , which was located between the cities of Lagash
and Umma around the plain of Guedinna by order of God Enlil.

Keywords : religion, God, IStaran , temple, snake, Al-Der
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