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The Duality of Innovation and Tradition in Adopting Cost and
Management Accounting Techniques

A Comparative Study from an Institutional Perspective
Dr. Muthana Falih Bader
Mosul University
College of Administration and Economic
Mothana faleh@uomosul.edu.ig

Abstract

The research aims to demonstrate the impact of competition and institutional
pressures on the choices of Iragi organizations to innovative or imitate the cost and
management accounting techniques (CMATS). Through referring to theoretical
proposals and intellectual approaches in this field, especially from the perspective
of efficiency and legitimacy.

The purpose is to identify the drivers for the adoption of (CMATS) in the
Iragi local context. The descriptive approach was adopted through the case study
method by conducting interviews with (19) accountants representing a deliberate
sample of accountants (professionals and academics) in the city of Mosul. Then,
their answers were written down and analyzed using the (Nvivo) program to
identify the main ideas (Themes) on which the explanations were unanimously
agreed in the form of repeated phrases or texts with similar meanings that prove or
refute the research hypotheses regarding the motives of adoption.

The research concluded a number of results, the most important of which is
that the innovate of cost and administrative methods is not a priority in Iraqi public
sector companies due to considerations related to formal structures on the one
hand, and conservative administrative rules on the other hand.

In light of it, the research suggests that there is a need for the integration of
the institutional environment to which the Iragi public sector companies belong,
because of the importance of this in increasing the direction of (CMATS) towards
innovating of “efficiency” when formulating institutional work methods.

Key words: Innovation and Tradition, Efficiency and Legitimacy, Institutional Factors.
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