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secret and public associations and parties
expressing commitment towards and con-
sciousness of their rights.

National thought became clearly ap-
parent in the states of Ottoman Empire due
to internal weakness within these states,
challenges of Western colonialism, spread
of nationalist movements in Europe, emer-
gence of Turkishness movement in the Ot-
toman Empire particularly in the last years
of Ottoman era, handover of the Federal-
ists, and revitalization of the 1876 constitu-
tion. This gave way to freedoms of thought,
expression, political organization, and jour-
nalism.

National consciousness took on a uni-
tary path via calling for decentralized gov-
ernance. Another orientation called for the
establishment of autonomous Arab king-
dom associated with Ottoman Empire.
Further, another orientation called for es-
tablishment of Arab caliphate, condemna-
tion of Ottoman domination due to its un-
lawfulness, declaration of revolution on the
Turks, and complete autonomy from Otto-

man Empire.

Introduction:

The concept of national conscious-
ness is closely associated with the 1908 Ot-
toman coup and is paralleled by movements
of political thought of Arab nationalism. It
has its roots in pre-Islamic period for the
purpose of establishing the Arab national-
ism. Thereby, national consciousness refers
to the political and social reality which led
the Arabs to pursue political advancement.
Such advancement was associated with
initial phases of nationalism in the second
half of the nineteenth century and was rep-
resented by a political movement against
the Ottoman rule. This movement was es-
poused by Arab nationalists and supported
by the political and social conditions which
led to its enrichment and development. Ac-
cordingly, the Arab nationalism was politi-
cally expressed through the emergence of
national consciousness particularly upon
the handover of the Committee of Union
and Progress in 1908, impeachment of Sul-
tan Abdul Hamid II, adoption of policy of
Turkification, and imposition of extreme

centralization. This led to the emergence of
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demning the Federalists” fanaticism.
Second Subsection: Discusses the

demonstration of national consciousness
through the establishment of a number of
national political and literary associations
by national thought leaders to counter the
policy of the Committee of Union and
Progress. This led to increased awareness
among Mosul population.

The aim of the research is to answer
a number of questions related to national
consciousness, among which are:

1. What are the reasons behind the delay
in the spread of national consciousness in
Mosul?

2. What is the role of Mosul nationalists
in the evolution of national consciousness?

3. How the evolution of national con-
sciousness in Mosul was made?

4. What are the manifestations of na-

tional consciousness?

The authoritarian policy exercised by
the Committee of Union and Progress gen-
erated pollical and national consciousness,
inflamed the Arab nationalist tendencies
among the intellectuals of Mosul, and put
an end to intellectual stagnation; thereby
condemning the Federalists’ fanaticism.

This research deals with the evolution
of national consciousness in Mosul in the
late Ottoman Empire era and the issues and
obstacles that encountered the research ac-
cording to the following two subsections:

First Subsection: Deals with the infil-
tration of national conspicuousness in Mo-
sul particularly after the weakening of the
Ottoman Empire in its last days, the expec-
tation of total political change in the hori-
zon, the takeover of the Committee of Un-
ion and Progress through military coup in
the twenty third of July 1908, and the policy
of Turkification exercised by the said Com-
mittee. All these events led to the emer-
gence of national consciousness in Mosul
and supported the intellectuals of Mosul to
realize this. Therefore, they began spread-

ing the national consciousness and con-
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