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The American party system characterized with dominance of
two party . Republicans and democrats only who compete
effectively for presidency , representatives , and senate . but that
not prevent third parties from emerge and compete . but why third
party candidates have no chance in win for presidency or congress
? one of the major reason lie in American electoral system based on
in winner-take-all (or plurality-take-all), the candidate with the
largest number of votes wins, even if the margin of victory is
extremely narrow or the proportion of votes received is not a
majority. Unlike in proportional representation, runners-up do not
gain representation in a first-past-the-post system. In the United
States, systems of proportional representation are uncommon,
especially above the local level, and are entirely absent at the
national level. In Presidential elections, the majority requirement of
the Electoral College, and the Constitutional provision for the
House of Representatives to decide the election if no candidate
receives a majority, serves as a further disincentive to third party
candidacies.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proportional_representation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Runners-up
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plurality_voting_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_College_(United_States)
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‘-~ Kenneth Janda , Jeffrey M. Berry and Jerry Goldman ,The challenge of
democracy : Government in America , Houghton Mifflin Company ,
US.A, 2001 ,p. 251,
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.¥**~ James Q. Wilson and John J. Dilulio, Jr. ,op.cit, p.17

Jillson, Calvin C , op.cit, p. 184. — *"

Ibid , p. 184. - **

See also :Thomas R. Dye , politics in America , op.cit ,p. 224 .
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**~ Theodore J. lowi and Benjamin Ginsberg , op.cit, p. 287.
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Institutional Change , Taylor & Francis Routledge , 5th Ed , United States
183. ., 2009, p

¥'~ Karen O'Conner and Larry J. Sabato , The essentials of American
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2004 , pp. 383-384.

Look at also : Theodore J. lowi and Benjamin Ginsberg , American
government : freedom and power , Norton company, INC, US.A | 7"
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