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Tokions
and the beginning of writing in Mesopotamia

Assist. Prof. Dr. Mohannad Ashour shnawah
College of Archaeology / University of Al-Qadisiyah
Mohannad.shnawah@qu.edu.iq

Abstract

The civilization of Mesopotamia is an origin civilization and the
neighboring civilizations gave it a lot of different elements of civilization, and
the most prominent thing that Mesopotamia gave to other civilizations is its
invention to writing, which initially began in the form of clay pieces on which
shapes are drawn, or it makes these clay pieces in the form of certain shapes It is
intended to represent it, that is, to refer to it, such as a lamb, a bull, an ear of
barley, or other materials that were traded in buying and selling in early times
before writing was used. Scientists were puzzled at first about its use, but thanks
to excavations and comparative studies, it appeared that it was used in
calculations for traded materials. Previously, it developed through the periods
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especially in Mesopotamia, to another form of documentation, which is
documentation on clay by copying those forms on clay. These pieces, which
archaeologists called Tokions, are the beginning of the idea of writing and its
transformation into pictographic writing, which was its first appearance in
southern Mesopotamia..

Key words: Mesopotamia, writing, uruk, documentation, history,
cuneiform, Tokions, symbols, clay, Schmandt Besserat
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