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The development of settlement in southern Mesopotamia
in 4™ and 3th millennium BC

Dr.Jumaah Hariz Altalabi
college of Arts/ University of Baghdad
Jumaahhariz@coart.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Abstract:

The fourth and third millennium BC is the preface to urbanization and
social complexity, especially the first half, which occupied most of the fourth
millennium BC. In this period emerged a series of civilizational processes, as
well as several inventions and developments; cites ,city-state, writing,
specialization and Pantheon. These developments point to the existence of a
complex society organized by the theocracy . The southern part of Mesopotamia
was the center and nucleus of this era, but its influence extend and spread in
generality of the Near East. The number and size of settlements have increased
considerably in this era, and urban settlements were not only in the sense of size
but also in terms of function. While in the second half of this era, the third
millennium BC, set up the foundations of religion and civilization of
Mesopotamia and its main rituals and dogmatic . The settlements have grown
significantly, expanded in size and increased in number. The first form of
empires appeared, which had its center is the capital, where most of the political,
administrative and economic activities are concentrated, as well as religious
activities.

Key Words: South Mesopotamia,settlement, The cult buildings, Temple, the
house architecture.
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