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The architectural and military achievements of the kings of the Third
Dynasty (2112-2006 BC) of Ur in the light of date formulas

Researcher: Ali Hussein Mohsin
State Board of Antiquities and Heritage\ The Iragi Museum
ali.mohsin_im@yahoo.com

Abstract:

The best definition of the "date formula™ is the selecting most important
historical events and use it to name years. Such as the year of the inauguration of
the king, building a temple, building city wall, digging a channel, destructing a
city, etc., the "date formula™ has been mentioned in many economic texts at the
end of the text. It can be used to study the architectural, military, and other
achievements that has been done by the kings. Also, by date formulas, it was
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possible to determine the number of years of kings' rule, as well as the duration
of the cuneiform texts and the geographical framework from which the texts
came from. As it is known, these historical events are mentioned throughout the
year, which includes 12 months. At the end of the year, the historical events of
that year ends, and it can't be used anymore. Therefore, they have to use another
historical event. If there is not any events in the following year, it can be called
by "the year after the year in which the event took place in the previous year".
For example: (the year after the year when city of Zabchali was destroyed), (the
year after the year of inauguration the King Shu-Sin), and so on.

The date formula usually begins with the Sumerian singular (MU year)
and it ends with the actual formula consisting of the actual sentence tool and the
actor's conscience (sometimes). Toward: (Ba-hul destroyed), (ba-hun chosen),
(mu-na-du built for him, or mu-du built). The number of date formulas studied
in the texts of the third dynasty of Ur was approximately 171, which chronicles
the rule of 6 kings classified as follows: Ur-®nammu 17 Formulas/ “Sul-gi 83
Formulas/ dAmar-dSuen 22 Formulas/ “Su-“Suen 17 Formulas/ “ibbi-‘Suen 30
Formulas.

The research includes the study of the achievements of each king with the
classification of his architectural achievements first and military then. In
addition to images and maps of the buildings constructed or restored by the
kings of the third Ur Dynasty, and cities that were destroyed by the military
campaigns of the Sumerian kings.

Key words: Sumerian, Sumer, Kings, UR 111, Temples, Ziggurat, Military,
Architecture, Ancient cities, Elam, Near East.
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From: Wooly, L., UE, vol.6, pl.60, pl.61, pl.5.
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THE ZIGCURAT OF UR-NAMMU RESTORED.

JsoMeTRIC  PROJECTION

THE ZIGGURAT TERRACE
LARSA PERIOD - C:2000.B:C

From : Wooly, L., UE, Vol.5, pl.86, pl.70
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From: Farber, G. & Edzard, D., RGTC, Vol.2, P.323.
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From: Wooly, L., UE, vol.6, pl.53 and pl.56.
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The Ur III Empire

at its height

- Core of the kingdom

Periphery (submitted to tribute)

States and regions under the control of Ur

(After Seeimbeller 1991 31 and Sallaberger 1999: 157 and 2007: 440)

From: Lafont, B., CDLJ, 2009, p.3.
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- Allred, L., Cooks and Kitchens: Centralized Food Production in Late Third Millennium
Mesopotamia, PhD, (Hopkins University: 2006), p.24.
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