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The old and new Ma'rib dam in Yemen
-historical study-

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Karim Ibrahim al-Shammari
College of Arts / University of Babylon
Mohammedkihn60@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research aims to study the history of building the ancient Ma'rib Dam
in the country of Yemen. Historical evidence indicated that the Wadi Saba
civilization in Mashreq Yemen played a major role in the emergence of the idea
of dams and the development of irrigation systems in dry valleys. Therefore, the
Ma'rib Dam was mentioned Throughout history in the name of Saba and the
Sabaeans, and it was said that the builder of this dam is Saba bin denouncing,
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and the fact is that there is nothing in the history of ancient Yemen comparable
to the history of Saba, as it is the land, the people and the state, and thus it is the
pillar of the ancient Yemeni history and its great political formation, and the
history of Saba in fact, it is the history of Yemeni civilization in its dawn,
prosperity and demise.

The Ma'rib dam is a symbol of that civilization, as it is in its advanced
form, dating back to the first millennium BC, and was associated with the
existence of the Sabaean civilization that existed at that date, with a study of its
importance and impact on the agricultural life of the inhabitants of Yemen. Itis
worth noting that historical accounts indicated that there are approximately (80)
eighty dams in the country of Yemen, but the Ma'rib Dam is at the forefront and
most famous of it, as it is an archaeological witness and material evidence that
the country of Yemen has witnessed a sophisticated agricultural civilization, and
that this dam is nothing but the outcome of a long agricultural experience
Advanced and intensive farming life.

God Almighty honored the Ma'rib Dam, so it was mentioned in the Holy
Qur’an, under the name: Al-Aram, which is: the dam, and as much as its
construction and reconstruction was a symbol of the prosperity of ancient
Yemen’s civilization, its eruption became a painful memory of the collapse of
that civilization, which was close to the dawn of the emergence of Islam, as it
was associated with the migration The people of Yemen and their dispersal in
the regions and countries before and after Islam, and we have given the idea of
rebuilding the (new) Ma'rib Dam a special priority and importance, to restore
this great historical achievement, and to benefit from it in expanding agricultural
lands, by using the water of the new dam to increase agricultural producti...

Keywords: Old Ma'rib Dam. The new Ma'rib dam. Seba and the Sabaean,
The distressed and the troubled, The collapse of the Ma'rib dam
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