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Short Communication

Introduction

The global consensus is that road traffic deaths and injuries 
are an unacceptable and alarming outcome for the sake of 
mobility.[1,2] Even though road safety has been recognized as 
a public health concern and efforts have been taken to improve 
the same, the reality is that the number of road traffic deaths is 
still increasing and accounting for more than 1.3 million deaths 
each year.[1] Further, road traffic injuries have been ranked as 
the most common cause of deaths in the 5–29 years’ age group 
individuals.[1] In continuation, the risk of deaths is three times 
more in lowincome nations and it clearly justifies the existing 
gaps and the urgent need to bridge the same.[1] 

Scope of leadership in road safety
Acknowledging the magnitude of the problem and its 
preventable nature, it is the need of the hour to have a more 
effective leadership, both from the government and the private 
sectors in ensuring road safety through the implementation 
of those strategies which have delivered consistent results 
in highincome nations.[2,3] This has been due to the strong 
leadership and stringent implementation of legal provisions to 
predominantly target the potential risk factors (viz., speeding, 

drinkanddrive, and failing to use seat belts, motorcycle helmets, 
and child restraints).[3,4] This has been ably supported by 
better infrastructure, improved vehicle standards, and better 
postcrash care.[2] 

The ultimate aim is to attain universal health coverage (viz., 
trauma care, rehabilitation, and psychological support) for the 
victims and to ensure that roads are safe for all the users.[1,5] 
This will help us in accomplishing the vision to live in a world 
free of road traffic injuries and deaths.[1] Despite the availability 
of effective measures to prevent and control, the real problem 
in low and middleincome nations has been with regard to its 
implementation and it is the responsibility of the policy makers 
and other concerned stakeholders to have better leadership and 
expedite measures to save the lives of road users.[2-4] 
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Strengthening leadership
To improve the leadership in road safety, the World Health 
Organization has come up with a holistic policy on road safety 
and management of vehicles.[3] The policy advocates for the 
safe operation of vehicles to minimize the potential risk of 
road traffic accidents and that any such untoward incident is 
professionally dealt with a team of trained professionals on 
an urgent basis.[2,3] As of now, 109 nations have established 
a telephone number to initiate the process of emergency care 
across the nation.[1] 

In addition, emphasis has been given toward the training 
of drivers, first aid training, and development of a standard 
reporting system.[1] Further, measures should be taken to create 
awareness about the health promotion measures, including 
no overspeeding or no mobile/drink and drive or use of 
appropriate safety measures at different levels to target all road 
users.[2,3] The observation of road safety week is a thoughtful 
initiative to not only create awareness but also strengthen the 
existing measures.[3] 

Conclusion

In conclusion, the presence of a strong leadership is the 

crucial element which has to be addressed in the low and 
middleincome nations and it is high time that all the concerned 
stakeholders work in a coordinated manner to deal with the 
preventable problem of road traffic injuries.
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