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Abstract:

The electoral process is carried out through multiple interconnected procedures
and stages. It starts with the division of electoral districts, followed by the
preparation of voter registers, and then comes the election campaign stage. This
is followed by the nomination stage, followed by the voting, counting, and
announcement of results stage. Finally, there is the stage of receiving electoral
appeals. These stages involve many procedures that electoral corruption can
infiltrate. Electoral corruption is considered one of the most dangerous forms of
corruption as it negatively impacts the people and poses a threat to democracy
by bringing in unelected leaders in reality. This leads to the emergence of a
class that seeks to replace virtuous values with corrupt ones. Based on the
severity of electoral corruption, legal protection should be provided for all
stages of the electoral process, and punishment should be imposed for any
actions aimed at distorting the electoral process and undermining its credibility.
The decline in participation in parliamentary elections in Iraq is considered one
of the prominent challenges facing the democratic system since the political
system change in 2003. Its importance has increased over time due to its
significant impact on the system of governance and its credibility. This crisis
has manifested in various elections, including the parliamentary elections of
2018 and 2021.

key words: Election, electoral corruption, political corruption, Electoral
Abstention.
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