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The Developmental experience of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq
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Abstract:

This paper examines the early steps of the development process which was
adopted in the aftermath of the establishment of the Kurdish Regional
Government in Iraq. This government came into existence as a result of a set of
conditions played out after Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and the Kurdish uprising,
which caused mass displacement to the neighbouring countries and the
destruction of the Kurdish towns and villages at the hands of the regime’s
security forces. The ensuing events allowed the Kurdish leadership to manage
their own affairs and realize their aspirations. This paper also discusses the era
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of internal fighting and the chaos that resulted from this fight and the
international mediation that aimed to end it. Further, this paper examines the
post-US invasion era and how the region witnessed the unification of the divided
political factions and the success in building a constitutional path that permits
the Kurdish region to enjoy a great deal of economic and political autonomy
away from the central government. Effectively, political and security stability
has played a role in enticing foreign corporations and boosting economic
prosperity compared with the rest of Iraq which were suffering from instability.
The new conditions have made the Kurdish Region an exemplary safe and
preferable destination. This unique situation lasted until the last few years as the
hastiness in decision-making cost the region to lose its gains. The crisis and
problems that the Kurdish Region has gone through revealed that Kurdistan's
exemplary image was suboptimal. The ISIS and referendum crisis exposed the
fragility of the Kurdish development model.

Keywords: Iraq’s Kurdistan, economic development, federalism.
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